KEYN TES
Letter from the President
It’s been fun, y’all! Thanks to all of you who have made this
2 year journey a memorable and amazing time. I’ve been
blessed with a most supportive Board and so many active
CSOL volunteers.
Last year, the League donated $210,000 to the Charleston
Symphony; thus far this year, we’ve donated $185,000, with
more to come. In addition, we’ve distributed over $30,000
each year in music scholarships to 10 to 18 year old
students in the tri-county area and to some of our own
professional musicians. Because music education is the
mission of the CSOL, I say: Mission Accomplished.
Our successful Designer Showhouse at 16 Rutledge
Avenue was headed up by Lissa Block and Carol Cronk.
Lissa and Carol spent 6 months of their lives devoted to
this all-important project. Job well done.
Docents, Docent Chairs, House Chairs and Ticket Sellers
are to be commended for their month-long service.
Without them, this entire project wouldn’t be possible.
Café Musique was ably chaired by Amanda Culver Wynns
and produced a nice profit. The weather cooperated (for
the most part) and our long list of Servers were outstanding
-- as usual.
Thank you, Jodie-Beth Galos and Karen Thompson, for
conceiving our retail operation, SCORE. It was quite an
achievement and their hard-working Co-Captains,
Salespeople and Consignors deserve ultimate praise.
Car Sponsorship sales make for a major source of our
income. Thanks to Don Reid and his team of Sellers.
Drawing for the Acura RDX is set for May 18th at 12 noon
on Marion Square. Come on down and enjoy the music
from the CSO Brass Ensemble from 10 am until 12 noon.
It’s sure to be a festive occasion.
Jaime Flack engaged 4 Charleston Chefs to vie for the
opportunity to conduct the Symphony at the Sunset
Serenade which will be held on May 24 on the steps of the
U.S. Custom House. Announcement of the winner is
pending.
That pretty much sums up the last few months of this great
organization. Enjoy your summer and return this fall,
refreshed and invigorated.
With sincerest thanks to all,
Kitty Reid, CSOL President
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LAST CHANCE TO VOTE FOR YOUR FAVORITE CHEF
This has been a very special year for the Pursuit of the Podium
competition. The Chef Peeps generated a lot of comments from our
guests at the Designer Showhouse and the other events at which they
appeared. The question remains, however, with 4 of Charleston's most
renowned chefs and personalities competing: Anthony DiBernardo of Swig and Swine, Nathalie
Dupree, Cookbook Author, Mike Lata of FIG and The Ordinary, and Michelle Weaver of Charleston
Grill, who will win the coveted prize of conducting at the Sunset Serenade Concert at the US Custom
House on May 24th?
NOW is the time to vote for your favorite chef since Monday, May 20th is the last day to vote. Here are their
comments about why they want to join Yuriy on the podium at the US Custom House.

Anthony Di Bernardo
What do you think conducting an orchestra at the US Custom House will be like?
"An experience of a lifetime.”

Why do you want to win the Pursuit of the Podium?
"Just imagine driving a Ferrari at 120 mph with no windshield. I imagine that standing in front of the
greatest symphony ever will bring the same level of excitement.“

Why are you personally supporting the Charleston Symphony?
"Both of my children attend Charleston County School of the Arts. I have a deep appreciation for
keeping the arts alive at every level."

Nathalie Dupree
What do you think conducting an orchestra at the US Custom House will be like?
"I think conducting there will be unlike anything else I’ve ever done."

Why do you want to win the Pursuit of the Podium?
"I want to be the first woman chef to do conduct the CSO."

Why are you personally supporting the Charleston Symphony?
"I love the symphony and go every chance I can get."

Michelle Weaver
What do you think conducting an orchestra at the US Custom House will be like?
"I've never conducted anything in my life, so doing it in front of a crowd of people with such a
beautiful building in the background will be a moment to remember.“

Why do you want to win the Pursuit of the Podium?
"A little healthy competition is always fun! Especially in the Food & Beverage industry."
Why are you personally supporting the Charleston Symphony?
"It's an important organization to support in our community. Much like I mentor, coach, and teach the
young and talented cooks in my kitchen, I think what the symphony does for the youth is incredible."

Mike Lata
What do you think conducting an orchestra at the US Custom House will be like?
“I have always loved music but never dreamed of conducting an orchestra. I think it would be an
honor to stand in front of such talented musicians and watch them at work.”

Why do you want to win the Pursuit of the Podium?
“Some people who know me might say that I have a competitive streak.”

Why are you personally supporting the Charleston Symphony?
“I feel the Charleston Symphony is an important part of Charleston’s art and entertainment culture,
and therefore I believe we should celebrate and preserve it.”

CAST YOUR VOTE TODAY AT WWW.CSOLINC.ORG.
CSOL Music Scholarships.

All proceeds benefit the CSO and

C S O L A N N UA L S P R I N G L U N C H E O N A N D
I N S TA L L AT I O N O F O F F I C E R S
The annual CSOL Spring Luncheon and Installation of Officers was held on Wednesday, May 15th at The
Country Club of Charleston. Special guests included Ken Lam, Maestro (who arrived straight from the
airport); Yuriy Bekker, Concertmaster (who expressed appreciation to the League for reaching musicians’
hearts via their stomachs at the lunches provided by the CSOL during Masterworks rehearsals); Michael
Smith, Executive Director of the CSO (who grinned as he pocketed a much-appreciated check from the
League for $65,000); Kyle Lane, General Manager of CSO Operations; Sid Boone, Pro Bono Attorney for
the CSOL; and Robert Siedell, President of the Symphony Board. Also present were Norbert Lewandowski
and Chris Lindgren, core musicians of the CSO and recipients of CSOL music scholarships. They spoke
happily about how they would be using their awards.
The following members were installed as the CSOL Executive Board for 2019/2020: President – Lyn
Magee, VP of Projects – Susan Leggett, VP Planning – Faye Griffin, Treasurer – Claudia Porter, Recording
Secretary – Carol Cronk, Corresponding Secretary – Kelly Denton, VP Membership—Beth Connolly and VP
Education—Caroline Thibault.
Kitty Reid, now Past President, received a musical clef gold pin with a diamond and a standing avocation
from attendees who saluted her graceful, effective and heartfelt leadership over the past 2 years.

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS’ RECITAL EVIDENCES MUSICIANSHIP
Recipients of CSOL scholarships
entertained an appreciative audience
at the Bishop Gadsden Chapel on
Sunday May 5, the annual first
Sunday of May recital date.
Emma Joyce set the stage with her
winning performance of Spanish
violinist and composer Pablo
Sarasate’s
“Gypsy Airs,” ably
accompanied by Chee-Hang See. A
recipient of a Summer Study
L to R: Benjamin Kremer, violin; Lydia Pless, cello; Reed Kutz, piano; Eric Hong,
Scholarship, Emma will attend the
piano; Alyssa Noones, voice; Emma Joyce, violin
Josef Gingold Chamber Music Festival
of Miami, Florida.
With a Matching Grant for private lessons, Lydia Pless will
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continue cello studies with Natalie Khoma. Look for her
when she performs her selected Tchaikovsky piece in full E x e c ut iv e C o m mit te e
President
Lyn Magee
at Piccolo Spoleto.
Treasurer
Claudia Porter
Two pianists chose to play Debussy and demonstrated
Recording Secretary
Carol Cronk
how talent can start early and continue to develop with
Corresponding Secretary Kelly Denton
CSOL assistance. Fourth grader, Eric Hong, won a Summer
VP Long Range Planning
Faye Griffin
Scholarship to continue his studies with Irina Pevzner.
VP Projects
Susan Leggett
With the addition of the Ruth and Barry Goldsmith
VP Membership
Beth Connolly
Scholarship, Reed Kurtz will attend the Brevard Music
VP Education
Caroline Thibault
Center Summer Institute and Festival.
Past President
Kitty Reid
Allyssa Noone displayed her beautiful voice in a Handel St a nding Committees
selection that won her a College Scholarship. She will be
Advocacy
Mary Davis
studying at Princeton University.
Audience Development
Julie Fenimore
Rounding out the program, Benjamin Kremer, another
Bylaws
Linde Mills
member of the CSO musician families. proved his mature
Communications
David Savard
Newsletter
Jodie-Beth Galos
violin skills with a Fritz Kreisler selection. This year’s
Member
Events
Sue Ingram
recipient of the David and Karen Stahl Memorial
Sponsorship
Lorraine Perry
Scholarship, Benjamin will begin studies at Lynn University
in Boca Raton, Florida.
Mark your calendar for the May 2020 recitals; be able to Spec ial Committees
Car Sponsorship
Ron Schildge
say, “I remember when I first heard the artistry of …”
Fall Luncheon
Kitty Reid, Jodie-Beth
Galos
Want to help give a dedicated music student a helping
Island Tour of Homes
Becky Hilstad
hand? With the CSYO beginning a second orchestra this
Revels
Karen Kichline Ruef
fall, there will be more students who would benefit from
You don’t need a Facebook or
private music lessons, but whose families can’t afford
Instagram account to read
them.
about the CSOL and Charleston
You can help. The CSOL has a Private Lessons
Symphony. Go to
Scholarship program, which pays for 18 private lessons
during the 2019-2020 school year, for qualified students.
https://www.facebook.com/csol
inc or
Send a check to CSOL, with the notation, "Lessons
Scholarships," to PO Box 22613, Charleston, SC 29413https://www.instagram.com/cso
2613. Questions? Call Donna Reyburn at 843-801-2640
league/

REVELS
The 2019-20 Revels season concluded with
a festive Kentucky Derby party at the home
of Don and Kitty Reid on Wadmalaw Island.
Seeing the gorgeous hats alone was worth
the price of admission. And, ever the
perfect hostess, Kitty provided a selection
of hats in the event they were needed. The
mint juleps and buffet were perfection.
Those who chose to participate anted up
$10 and were assigned the name of their
horse. With Country House, a 65-1 long
shot, winning in an upset, a shocked David
Ruef took home the loot!

REVELS: PRESERVING A FOOD CRITIC’S ANONYMITY
On April 25, Hanna Raskin, award-winnng Food Critic for the Post & Courier,
spoke to about 40 Revelers about her job -- everything from what
backgrounds make a successful critic (Hint: Chef would be the wrong choice!)
to why critics stay thin despite eating out nearly every night (they’re eating
good food, not junk) and what she has in her kitchen cupboards (nothing).
Everyone enjoyed Hanna’s candor, humor, and insights. Her talk was followed
by a delicious lunch at Laura Alberts restaurant on Daniel Island. Many thanks
to Dottie Hardin, Carol Wood, and Sandra Gordon for hosting, to Faye Griffin
for lovely centerpieces, and to Mary Davis for being a sponsor.

A real and anonymous
picture of Hanna Raskin

16 YEARS OF VISITS TO THE DSH AND COUNTING!

Front: Norma and Pamela
Parker; Back: Brooke and
Cathie Shimp,

Cathie Shimp, her daughter Brook, aunt Norma and niece Pamela Parker visited the
42nd Annual Symphony Designer Showhouse – for the 16th time. Cathie described their
first visit: Brooke was an interior design student at SCAD in Savannah in 2004 and
Norma and Pamela, who are Charleston residents, thought Brooke might like to visit the
CSOL Showhouse. I drove from Florida, picking up Brook in Savannah. We ate in the
cafe, toured the home and shopped thoroughly. We enjoyed one another, the helpful docents,
and the entire Showhouse experience so much that our annual tradition was born. (My
daughter even got extra credit points in class for attendance at the Showhouse).
Welcome back Cathie, Brooke, Pamela and Norma; see you next year!

W ELC OM E N EW C S OL M EM BERS
The League is delighted to welcome the newest members, many of whom joined at the Garden Party at
the 2019 Designer Showhouse. Thank you for becoming part of the CSOL and helping our Symphony.
Kathryn Becker
kathryn.cole.becker@gmail.com
Kate Dolan
katemdolan@carolinaone.com
Lisa Hamer
remahmasil20@yahoo.com

Constance Hughes
connieleehughes@hotmail.com
Stephanie Massey
stephanie.massey@hilton.com
Susan McLaughlin
seabrooksrm@gmail.com

Karen Ross
fabulouskaren1@gmail.com
Sarah Simpson
sarahlillie.simpson@gmail.com
Carolyn Stratton
cdawnstratton@yahoo.com
Marian Simpson
msimpson17@aol.com

REMOVING STAINS & LAUNDERING ADVICE
When Kristyn Holding of Mungo Linens was asked for her advice about removing stains
and other fabric faux-pas, she responded like pro:
RED WINE
Before you wash the stained item, spot treat the area
with a color safe stain remover. Vanish is
recommended. Gently rub a little of the stain
remover onto the stain, let it sit for a moment and
then wash according to you’re the item’s washing
instructions. If the stain doesn’t come completely
out, repeat the process while your item is still wet.
If you find yourself doing this after every use, then
it’s time to start drinking white wine.
WAX REMOVAL
Let the wax harden completely to prevent it from
smearing, making your problem worse. To speed up
the process, rub an ice cube over the wax. Then,
using a credit card or a butter knife gently scrape off
as much wax as you can. Place a plain paper bag
over the spot and press with a warm (NOT hot) iron.
Continue doing this, using fresh pieces of paper until
all of the wax is absorbed.
OIL
Start by treating the area with a dish detergent
that’s formulated to cut grease. Rub a bit into the
stain, let it sit for a few minutes then launder as you
normally would. Tip: Waterless mechanic’s soap from
an auto parts shop is fantastic at cutting grease.

Kristyn Holding

TEA AND COFFEE
For a fresh stain, pour boiling
water over the area until the stain disappears. For
old stains, make a paste of Borax (boric acid) and
water and leave on for 15 minutes. Launder as
usual.

NATURALLY
SOFTEN
SHEETS
AND
TOWELS
First: Stop using so much detergent and fabric
softeners. These create build-up over time which is
making your fabrics stiff. Then, add one cup of
white vinegar to the rinse cycle. This will leave
your sheets and towels soft and fresh. (Don’t worry
the vinegar smell -- it won’t be there once the item
dries). You can substitute white vinegar for your
typical fabric softener with every wash. Your
laundry won’t smell “April Fresh” but then, it’s
not going to smell of heavy artificial perfumes
either.
And one more thing … Your favorite Mungo linens
are made with loving care and natural fibers.
They’ll not only last for ages, they’ll naturally not
want to cling to stains. Or vice versa.

Visit Mungo’s new store at 121 Spring Street to see all their great selections –
add to your purchases from SCORE.

C S O L 2 0 1 9 C A L E N DA R
DATE

EVENT

LOCATION

TIME

5/18/19

CSO Brass Concert & Car Sponsorship
Drawing

Marion Square

10:00 am -12:00
pm

5/24/19

Pursuit of the Podium Winner Conducts
Free Sunset Serenade

U.S. Custom House

8:00 pm

5/26/19

Free CSYO Piccolo Spoleto Concert

Charleston Music Hall

10:30 am

Mid
October
2019

Not Just for Ladies Luncheon: Presentation
by Mary Whyte with Selections Played by
the CSO

TBD

11:00 am - 2:00 pm

11/2/19

Tour of Island Homes

TBD

10:00 am - 4:00 pm

