
 

 

 

 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 8  KEYN  TES 
Letter from the President 

  

Kitty Reid, CSOL President 

At this time of the year, just about everyone is in 
the throes of holiday activities. It’s all very 
exciting as well as very exhausting. I trust, 
however, that you’ll take time to read this edition 
of Keynotes in its entirety as it’s jam-packed with 
nuggets of information. 

We’re charging ahead with arrangements for the 
2019 Designer Showhouse. The location is 16 
Rutledge Avenue and we’re most grateful to 
Wendy and Allen Gibson for allowing us to use 
the property. Heading up this massive project are 
Lissa Block and Carol Cronk. They’re still seeking 
some key leaders to chair various areas, so don’t 
be shy about offering your assistance and talents.  

The Bare Boards Party is scheduled for Sunday, 
January 13th from 4-6 pm. Please go online to buy 
your tickets to this post-holiday fun event. The 
food will be delicious and it’s always fun to see 
the Before and our extraordinarily talented 
designers’ plans for After.  

…and it just isn’t the Designer Showhouse 
committee that‘s hard at work. Various 
committees of the CSOL are planning ahead to 
assure the future of our organization: Long Range 
Planning, Communications, Education, Projects, 
Revels, Merchandising, Audience Development, 
Nominating, Sponsorship and Membership, to 
name a few. 

Thanks to everyone’s diligence, we’re in a 
position to give the Charleston Symphony a 
check in the amount of $95,000. I know for a fact 
that they’re in awe of our capabilities and 
generosity. Our gratitude to all of you who have 
made this donation possible. 

My wish for you and your families is for a very 
Merry Christmas and the Happiest of New Years. 

Fondly,  

 

  
 March 14 – April 14, 2019     

House and SCORE Pop Up Shop: 
Monday – Saturday:  10 am -- 4 pm 

Sunday:  1 pm – 4 pm  
Café Dining: 11:30 am – 2 pm  

Monday – Saturday 



The only person who might 

not have been gazing at the 

celestial silver Christmas 

tree with awe was Michael 

Smith, who gazed happily at 

a $95,000 check from the 

CSOL for the Symphony.  

               Ho. Ho. Ho.  

The refreshments provided by 

our members were worth 

every calorie consumed.  

The S C O R E  pop up shop 

netted a tidy sum for the 

Symphony and CSOL music 

education initiatives. 

Debby Avinger hosted the annual CSOL Holiday Party on 

December 12. And while we always say, “at her lovely home 

…. blah, blah, blah,” no one would dispute that her holiday 

decorations were … well, lovely. Really. Really. Lovely.  

 

H a p p y  H o l i d a y s  T o  A l l  
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You don’t need a Facebook 
account to read about the CSOL 

and Charleston Symphony. Go to 

https://www.facebook.com/csolinc 
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2 0 1 9  DSH  OF F  T O  AN  E AR L Y  ST AR T  

Sixteen of Charleston’s premiere designers are in 
the process of creating design boards outlining 
their visions for the upcoming CSOL Designer 
Showhouse. The 2019 Showhouse, located at 16 
Rutledge Avenue, is a charming Charleston 
Victorian built in 1903. Spacious rooms, cozy 
nooks and a gracious floorplan are the backdrop 
that will showcase the designers’ creativity.  

The 2019 Designer Showhouse Committee is 
currently seeking some additional Chairs to help 
launch our biggest fundraiser of the year. The 
Showhouse is always fun, high energy and 
rewarding in so many ways. If you’re looking to 
invest your time in something worthwhile, please 
call Lissa Davis Block at 973-714-7557 or Carol 
Cronk at 952-270-8324.  

Significant positions available include Café Chair, 
Docent Chair, Volunteer Chair, Photography, 
Sign-Up Genius, and Ad Sales. There will be 
training and support for those who volunteer for 
these critical positions.  

Mark your calendars for Sunday, January 13, 
2019 for the CSOL Bare Boards Party to be held 
at the Showhouse. CSOL members, their families 
and friends will have an opportunity to see this 
home before our designers begin their 
transformation. This event takes place from 4:00 
to 6:00 PM and includes wine and appetizers. 
Tickets are $25.00 per person in advance and are 
available online at csolinc.org through January 
12 or $30 at the door. 

Watch for information on the 2019 Designer 
Showhouse Ticket Sales at csolinc.org 

http://www.charlestonsymphonyorchestaleague.com/
http://www.charlestonsymphonyorchestaleague.com/
http://www.charlestonsymphonyorchestaleague.com/


Six fortunate Charleston Symphony Youth Orchestra musicians will each benefit from eighteen private 
lessons for during this school year. These students play a wide variety of instruments: clarinet, bassoon, 
bass, trombone, and percussion. And, you can help them.  

Charleston Symphony oboe and English Horn player, Kari Kistler, who received funding 
from the CSOL, has produced seven videos on how to play the oboe.  They can be seen on 
www.playoboe.com.  These will aid orchestra teachers when helping students. 

Each scholarship is for $540.00, which will be paid directly to the musicians’ teachers. Students’ financial 
need and recommendations from their music teachers are considered during the selection process. This 
is the second year of this vital program to help young musicians in financial need achieve a higher level 
of performance. 

Please contribute to this exciting program. Those eighteen private lessons cost $540.00, but we welcome 
donations in any amount. Make your check out to: CSOL and note on the check that it’s for the lessons 
scholarship. Mail to: Claudia Porter, CSOL Treasurer, P.O. Box 22613, Charleston, SC 29413-2613. Who 
knows? Maybe the student you help will debut in Carnegie Hall. 

 

The first of 4 CSOL neighborhood gatherings was hosted by Jane Miller 

in Mt. Pleasant on November 13th. The Sip ‘n Socials provide a more 

causal venue to help CSOL members become acquainted. Jane provided 

delicious appetizers and wine and the lively ice-breaker game enabled us 

learn more about one another.  

The next neighborhood get-together is scheduled for CSOL members who 

live on James Island and downtown and will be held on January 8, 2019. 

A West Ashley Sip ‘n Social is scheduled for January 27th and a Johns 

Island get-together is tentatively scheduled for February 21st. Watch for 

the evite to your local Sip ‘n Social. 

 

Ice-breaker game elicits laughs 

Kari Kistler 

NEWS FROM A SCHOLARSHIP WINNER  

PRIVATE LESSONS MAKE A DIFFERENCE  

REVELING AT MIDDLETON PLACE PLANTATION  

Revelers gathered at Middleton Place Plantation on a 
perfect day for seeing the early blooming camellias. A 
tour of the House Museum and the gardens*, (*led by 
our own Ellen Straub), followed by a delicious southern 
buffet and a trip to the museum store concluded the 
event. Thanks to our hostesses and sponsors -- Dottie 
Hardin, Julie Fenimore, Ellen Straub, Marion Schools, 
and Jodie-Beth Galos and Michael Zwerling. 

R E V E L I N G  I N  T H E  D E C O R A T I V E  I M P U L S E   

Let the seasonal decorating begin! Our group of holiday Revelers enjoyed apple cider and delicious 
baked goods while creating beautiful wreaths of Frazier Fir, Pine, Boxwood, Holly, Magnolia leaves, 
and other natural materials. Our confidence and competence soared thanks to our instructor Tonya 
McClellan and the support of Gail Magginis, Caroline Thibault and Karen Kichline Ruef.  

http://www.playoboe.com/
http://www.playoboe.com/
http://www.playoboe.com/
http://www.playoboe.com/
http://www.playoboe.com/


E: The scholarship enabled me to attend the Summit Music 
Festival where I began perceiving music and musicality 
differently. To be a CSOL scholarship recipient also  
acknowledges my progression in music. That makes me very 
proud. 

D : What’s your favorite music to perform, and what do you 
listen to when you’re not performing? 

E: My favorite music to perform is definitely orchestral, 
particularly the Brahms “Academic Festival Overture” and 
Russian compositions like Mussorgsky “Great Gate of Kiev” 
and Tchaikovsky “1812 Overture.” And, I don’t want to forget 
to mention solo performances, especially by Jascha Heifetz 
and Michael Rabin. I listen to a variety of music on a regular 
basis: alternative rock, metal, electronic, jazz (Frank Sinatra!), 
and acoustic.  

D: What compositions are you currently preparing, and are 
they for a particular event?  

E: I’m currently preparing more pieces by Bach and polishing 
the movements of the “Vieuxtemps Concerto No. 5 in A 
Minor.” The performances include college and scholarship 
auditions.  

D : Where are you in school, with whom are you studying and 
what's on the horizon for you? 

E: I currently attend Wando High School as a senior and I 
participate in the Wando Orchestra. I’ve also been studying 
under Yuriy Bekker for 3 years now. Of course, like most 
seniors in high school, college is looming on the horizon. But 
in the distant future, I hope to pursue music alongside with my 
academic interest in biology. 

D: On behalf of your many well-wishers at the CSOL, success 
in all of your endeavors! 

OUR SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS ARE EVERYWHERE 

VOLUNTEER TO 
SUPPORT THE ARTS 

IN THE PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS  

Over the past several years, the CSOL 

has supported the Charleston Marathon 

which uses the funds raised to support 

the Arts in our public schools.  

If the CSOL provides 20 volunteers to 

help Marathon administration, we’ll 

receive a paid stipend.  There are a 

number of positions which still need to 

be filled, so sign up to work in a time 

slot which best suits your 

schedule.  Since this is a great 

opportunity to work with others from 

the League, consider signing up for 

January 11, 2019 from 3:00-8:00 pm as 

an Expo Packet Distributor at the 

Gaillard.  Go to: 

  

 

CALEB BORICK, a gifted pianist and 

CSOL scholarship winner won the 

NTSA State Piano Competition and has 

submitted his videos to the Regional 

level.  If he wins at the Regional level, 

he will be one of 12 finalists to play at 

the Nationals.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AN INTERIVEW WITH ERICK WON 

From David Savard: I sing in the choir at 
Second Presbyterian Church; one 
morning I looked up and heard Erick 
Won playing the prelude for the service. 
(Since that time, Emma Joyce has played 
as well). I caught up with him for an 
update on his studies and future plans. 

D: You’re a CSOL scholarship 
recipient. What has that meant to 
you?   
 

 

Caleb also has 

submitted tapes 

to the ePiano 

competition in 

Minnesota by 

making a 

recording on a 

Disklavier  

Yamaha piano.  The contestant is never 

seen by the judges but every key stroke 

and sound made by the contestant is 

assessed. We wish Caleb continued 

success and look forwarding to hearing 

about his progress. 

 

Erick Won 

Caleb Borick 

https./charlestonmarathon.com/volunteer

-/opportunities/.   Remember to indicate 

your group as Charleston Symphony 

League or CSOL. Questions? Contact 

Caroline Thibault at 843-884-2959 or 

cwthibault41@gmail.com.   

 

Charleston Marathon 
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Q: Where did you grow up? 

A: Buffalo, N.Y. I’ve always liked cold weather, but 

Buffalo took it to an extreme. 

Q: When did you start playing the violin? 

A: I started early – I was maybe 3 -- and I took it 

seriously from the start. My mother, who was a 

violin teacher, has a picture of me with a 

crackerjack box cradled under my chin from when I 

was still too small to have a real violin. 

Q: When did you realize that music was going 

to be your focus? 

A: There wasn’t a moment when I said, “Ah ha!” But 

I was always taking lessons, and rehearsing, and 

performing and practicing more every day as I grew 

older. By the time I graduated from high school, I 

had traveled to play in other countries and had 

performed as a soloist with professional orchestras. 

Going to school for music was when I started to 

realize just how important this was to me. There’s 

nothing like the experience of playing with those 

who are better than you to generate improvement. 

Most musicians are their own worst critics. We want 

to be the best we can be and that’s a never-ending 

challenge. 

Q: How did you join the Charleston Symphony? 

A: While I was at Indiana, I studied under Alexander 

Kerr, former Concertmaster of the Charleston 

Symphony. When I learned that the Symphony was 

hiring in 2012, it was a natural decision.  

Q: What kinds of music do you like? 

A: There’s very little I don’t like. 

Q: Hip hop? 

A: Not as much as other genres, but even rap 

furthers an understanding of music, the rhythms 

and the plays on rhythm.  

Alexander Boissonnault joined the Charleston Symphony in November 2012 as Principal 

Second Violin. Before his graduation from high school, Alex appeared as a soloist with the 

Orquestra Filarmonica do Espirito Santo in Victoria, Brazil and Orchestra del Teatro 

Regio in Torino, Italy. At age 17, he was invited to appear on the NPR program "From 

the Top," performing the Wieniawski Violin Concerto No. 2 with the Buffalo 

Philharmonic. Alex continued his studies at the Jacobs School of Music at Indiana 

University.  

Alex has participated in numerous music festivals, including the Encore School for 

Strings, Green Mountain Chamber Music Festival, Aspen Music Festival and Schleswig-

Holstein Music Festival in Germany, where he was Concertmaster of the Festival 

Orchestra. In his spare time, Alexander enjoys biking, reading, and hiking. 

Q: If you didn’t play the violin, what instrument 

would you like to play proficiently? 

A: Guitar has always interested me. Three years 

ago, I had an injury that put me in a cast for 6 

weeks. There wasn’t much for me to do while I 

recovered but I discovered that I had enough 

flexibility to play guitar. I found a song to learn and 

spent most of my time working on that. I only 

learned the song though, not the instrument. It’s 

pretty funny to me that I can play exactly two things 

on guitar -- a fairly technical fingerpicking song, 

and the first third of Blackbird. 

Q: What’s your favorite piece of music? 

A: That always fluctuates when you’re a musician, 

because it’s related to your favorite performances. 

Mahler’s Second Symphony will always be pretty 

close to my favorite because of a great tour I did 

with it in Turkey and Spain when I was a student. 

We spent about 9 hours a day working on it as a 

group before we left for the tour. I’ve never felt so 

completely prepared and engaged in a 

performance. 

Q: You’re a young performer. What’s been your 

interactions with the Charleston Symphony 

Youth Orchestra? 

A: We’ve just started rehearsals with the CSYO on 

Schubert’s Unfinished Symphony. I enjoy working 

with my section. Sometimes you hit a spot in the 

music that just isn’t working and everyone’s 

obviously frustrated with it. So, you take that spot 

and put it under a microscope. Slow it down, break 

it down. Play 2 notes, stop. Play 4 notes, stop. 

Gradually put it back together as everyone gets 

more comfortable with it. Sometimes even as little 

as 10 minutes of slow work is all it takes to turn 

something like that around. It’s also massively 

gratifying and fun. 

 

Alex Boissonnault 



D A T E  E V E N T  L O C A T I O N  T I M E  

1/4/19 Coffee with the Maestro CCPL Calhoun Street Library 10:00 am 

1/5/19 REVELS: Ken Lam Music Appreciation The Charleston Library Society 10:00 am 

1/13/19 Designer Showhouse Bare Boards Party 16 Rutledge Ave 4:00 – 6:00 pm 

1/19/19 Instrument Petting Zoo: Saltwater Sounds SC Aquarium 9:00 – 11:00 am 

2/1/19 Coffee with the Maestro CCPL Calhoun Street Library 10:00 am 

2/9/18 Instrument Petting Zoo CCPL Calhoun Street Library 10:30 am – 12:30 pm 

2/13/19 SC Arts Advocacy Week/Statehouse Day  Columbia, SC 8:00 am – 1:00 pm 

2/13/19 REVELS: Yuriy & Friends  Downtown Charleston 7:30 pm 

2/23/19 Instrument Petting Zoo: Saltwater Sounds SC Aquarium 9:00 – 11:00 am 

2/24/19 REVELS: Ukrainian Food Tasting Mt Pleasant 4:00 pm 

3/1/19 Coffee with the Maestro CCPL Calhoun Street Library 10:00 am 

3/2/18 Instrument Petting Zoo CCPL Calhoun Street Library 9:00 -11:00 am 

3/3/19 CSYO Concert Lightsey Chapel, N. Charleston 3:30 pm 

3/5/19 REVELS: Evening of Music and Food James Island 5:30 pm 

3/13/18 Designer Showhouse Preview Party 
[Ribbon Cutting 5:30 pm] 

16 Rutledge Ave 6:00 – 9:00 pm 

3/14 – 4/14/19 Symphony Designer Showhouse, SCORE 
Pop Up Shop and Café  

16 Rutledge Ave 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

4/13/19 REVELS: Ken Lam Music Appreciation The Charleston Library Society 10:00 am 

4/19/19 Coffee with the Maestro CCPL Calhoun Street Library 10:00 am 

4/25/19 REVELS: Food Critic Hanna Raskin Laura Alberts, Daniel Island 12:30 pm 

4/26/18 Instrument Petting Zoo CCPL Calhoun Street Library 9:00 -11:00 am 

4/27/18 Instrument Petting Zoo CCPL Calhoun Street Library 10:30 am – 12:30 pm 

5/4/19 REVELS: Kentucky Derby Wadmalaw Island  5:00 pm 

5/5/19 Student Scholarship Recitals The Chapel at Bishop Gadsden  3:00 pm 

5/15/19 CSOL Annual Luncheon and Installation of 
Officers 

Country Club of Charleston 11:30 am 

5/20/19 CSYO Concert Piccolo Spoleto Location TBD TBD 

C S O L  2 0 1 9  C A L E N D A R  

Volunteers needed to 

restock businesses 

that carry the CSOL 

classic  cookbook Music,  

Menus & magnolias  FOR 

reorders. No selling 

required - -  just good 

customer service. 

Contact jodie -

beth@jbgalos.com 

The Membership Committee is looking for 

volunteers to help with our activities: 

prospecting and recruiting new members, 

organizing neighborhood Sip ‘n Socials, 

mentoring, and maintaining membership files. 

This is a great opportunity to use your 

ambassador skills to welcome new members 

into our organization. Contact Lyn Magee at 

lynmagic@gmail.com or 908-310-2888. 
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