KEYN TES
Letter from the President
Temperatures have dropped, the foliage is changing
(slightly) and the League is in full swing for the
2018/2019 season.
Our Opening Tea was held at the home of Ledlie
Bell. It was a lovely event that brought out many of
our members, especially new members. Thank you
very much, Ledlie, for hosting this event.
The Swanky Southern Soiree was a huge success.
Thank you to Ornella and Bob Gebhardt for all that
you did to make it so. The Communications
Committee, always ready to assist, proved invaluable
once again. Jonathan Green was a most gracious
“Guest of Honor.” The Joe Clarke Quintet regaled us
with dance music throughout the evening. The
Charleston Symphony Youth Orchestra, headed by
Kellen Gray, was amazing. Interesting note: Four of
the performers were children of Charleston
Symphony musicians. As they say, the acorn doesn’t
fall far from the tree. SCORE, our new and trendy pop
up shop, was introduced and generated a lot of
excitement with the extraordinary array of items
offered for sale.
Now we turn to the Island House Tour on Kiawah on
November 3. The selection of homes to be viewed is
awesome. (One of the homes on the beachfront is a
Hampton’s-style estate, with a tennis court, pool and
beautiful gardens and has hosted celebrities on
several occasions.) Volunteers are needed for
docents, parking detail, as well as cooks to provide
refreshments. All docents, parkers, owners, builders
and architects will be treated to a preview party on
Friday evening, November 2, before the Saturday
tour – first call at SCORE, watch art being created
live, dine on delicious refreshments. This tour
promises to be like no other. Fabulous homes and
several surprises are in the works.
Hope you have received your Revels brochure; they
were mailed earlier this month, but you can also find
these events online at csolinc.org. Reservations have
been brisk for this wonderful variety of happenings.
Don’t delay in making your reservations so you won’t
be disappointed.
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2018 S Y M P H O N Y

Tour of Homes
on Kiawah Island

Saturday, November 3, 2018
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Free concert by
The Charleston Symphony at 5 p.m.
East Beach Conference Center, Kiawah Island
Courtesy of the Town of Kiawah Island
Arts and Cultural Events Fund
And, don’t forget that on the Friday mornings,
prior to any Masterworks program, there is a
10:00 am Coffee with the Maestro: Ken Lam tells
us all about the upcoming program. Next Coffee
is October 26th, at the Calhoun Street Library.
I just returned from the SOVA conference in
Greensboro, NC. What is SOVA, you ask? It’s
the
Southeastern
Orchestra
Volunteer
Association. There were representatives from all
over the Carolinas who exchanged ideas and
resources. Several members told me they always
attend our Designer Showhouse or our Island
House Tour. That’s the kind of support we all
need and appreciate.
Cordially,
Kitty Reid, CSOL President

This year’s Tour of Homes on Kiawah Island on
Saturday, November 3rd promises to be one of the
more memorable home tours that the CSOL has
sponsored. In addition to touring five stunning
homes, SCORE, our curated pop up shop, will in
the largest home on the tour, where participants
may purchase a variety of items, including our
classic cookbook, Music, Menus & Magnolias – over
30,000 copies sold!
We’ll be raffling off a $1,400 oil painting by local
artist, Michael Reibel. Mr. Reibel will also be
painting live during the tour, as well as during the
Volunteer Party on November 2, the day before the
tour.
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The tour starts at 10:00 am and ends at 4:00 pm.
Musicians from the Charleston Symphony, the
Charleston Symphony Youth Orchestra, and our music
scholarship winners, will play at various homes. There’ll
be light refreshments provided by CSOL members. The
Charleston Symphony will perform a free Masterworksstyle indoor concert on Kiawah Island at 5:00 pm on
November 3, courtesy of the Town of Kiawah Island Arts
and Cultural Events Council.
Many CSOL members have already sent in their checks
for the two tickets each received in the mail. A record
number of members are choosing to become Friends of
the Tour by contributing an additional $35 over the price
of the tickets ($125 in total). If you haven’t yet paid for
your tickets, please consider becoming a Friend of the
Tour. Your name will be printed in the tour program and
these additional contributions pay for many of the outof-pocket tour expenses.
We need volunteers to work half-day shifts as parking
coordinators or docents. Sign up on our website,
www.csolinc.org by selecting “Sign up Genius” at the
bottom of the screen. We also need items for our
refreshment table. You can sign up to bring refreshments
through Sign Up Genius as well. We’ll arrange a drop-off
point for refreshments if you can’t get to Kiawah.
Additional advance tickets at $45 are available on our
website, at Indigo Books in Freshfields Village, or at the
Kiawah Island Municipal Center. Tickets are $50 on the
day of the tour. Please contact Becky Hilstad at
btshilstad@aol.com
or
Sharon
Bartshe
at
sharonbartshe@bellsouth.net if you have questions.
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Thank you to October Keynotes
contributors: Sharon Bartshe, Mary
Davis, Bob Gebhardt, Becky Hilstad,
Sue Ingram, Dianne Kochamba, Kitty
Reid, Karen Kichline Ruef, David
Savard

M A R K Y O UR C A L END ARS:

SC ARTS ADVOCACY WEEK
STATEHOUSE DAY FEB 13
Enj oy a speci al day in Col umbi a, re pre se nti ng
the CSO L on State house Day from 8:00 am1:00 pm. Lunc h (usuall y!) foll ow s . Mee t your
l egi sl ators and othe r A rts A dvoc ate s from al l
over the state . We hope to c arpool for thi s
e xci ting day i n Col umbia . More i nformati on
to fol l ow c l ose r to the date .

Have you received your
Revels brochure and are
you thinking about your
ticket choices? Attend Ken
Lam’s one or all of his
discussions – an engaging
and rewarding way to learn
more
about
the
Masterworks pieces. What
about
hand-tinted
photography – beautiful
and traditional visual art
created by a noted artist?
Holidays at Middleton – a historic home and
spectacular garden readied for the holiday season
(and a discount at the market and gift shop).
Continue the holiday celebration by making a
beautiful wreath using all natural materials. Does
music make you get all romantic? Join Yuriy and
friends in February. Fan of brass? Learn about horns
in March (of course, this being the CSOL, great food
and beverages will be served). And speaking of
food, consider an incredible Ukrainian feast (with
music and vodka bar). In April, attend a talk by
Hanna Raskin, well-known food critic and intrepid
diner. Finally, bring some change (or large bills) to
bet on the Kentucky Derby at a gracious party – start
planning your chapeau now. So many choices … so
many ways to enjoy yourself while raising money for
the Symphony. Go to https://csolinc.org/revels/. Act
now before your event(s) sell out.

FALL COFFEE WITH MAESTRO
HITS ALL THE RIGHT NOTES
League members and guests gathered for our
first Coffee with the Maestro on September 21 at
the lovely home of Ledlie Bell. The home was
filled with excited chatter as our members
reunited after a long summer of activities, sharing
stories about family events and travel. It was
especially good to welcome our new members
and have an opportunity to visit with them,
discovering shared interests.
We heard from Ken Lam about the first
Masterworks of the season taking place on
September 21 and 22, as well as news about the
grand musical season to be enjoyed this program
year. Kellen Gray, the Charleston Symphony new
Assistant Conductor was introduced and he
discussed that position as well as his work as
conductor of the Charleston Symphony Youth
Orchestra. Yuriy Bekker updated us on the fun
and exciting Pop series. Kitty Reid, CSOL
President, shared news about our many events
this fall so we all would be prepared to
participate and take advantage of all of the
wonderful opportunities.
Fun door prizes were won by three members:
Peggy Cross won a lovely mum plant and Linde
and Laney Mills won 2 pie pumpkins for their next
pumpkin pie. Past Presidents, Becky Hilstad and
Caroline Thibault poured the coffee and tea
enjoyed by all. Delicious food was provided by a
number of generous members.
Our next Coffee with the Maestro occurs on
October 26, 10:00 a.m., at the Calhoun Street
Charleston County Library. Parking is under the
library at a bargain rate of $1.00 per hour. The
door prize will be one free ticket to a Revels
event -- but you must attend to be the winner!

L to R: Kellen Gray, Ken Lam, Kitty Reid, Ledlie Bell, Yuriy
Bekker

There was southern cuisine, from she-crab soup shooters to banana pudding on the dessert buffet; dancing to
the music of the Joe Clarke Quintet; Mozart, performed by members of the Symphony Youth Orchestra;
antiques, jewelry and fashion for sale at the pop up shop; dream vacations, diamond earrings, and readymade parties at the silent auction; and there was Jonathan Greene in person as the honored guest. All this
and more happened at the Swanky Southern Soiree at Charleston Country Club on Saturday, October 6.
With the sun setting over the beautiful green expanse of the Country Club of Charleston as a backdrop,
friends and patrons of the Charleston Symphony gathered for cocktails and a four-course dinner, followed by
dancing into the late hours. Ken Lam and Yuriy Bekker were there, along with other Symphony musicians, and
Assistant Conductor Kellen Gray led an animated Fund the Need auction, all to raise funds for the
Symphony’s educational outreach. Jonathan Greene was honored for his contribution to the arts in
Charleston. Thanks are due to CSOL President, Kitty Reid, for making this a Swanky Southern Soiree to be
remembered.

ART
FOR
ART’S
SAKE

Has this ever happened to you? You’re out shopping and you find it.
It’s perfect – better than what you imagined and the price is well,
quite a score. Thanks to Terry Stephenson, an outstanding 2018 DSH
Designer (remember the upstairs bedroom – lots of beachy turquoise
and the beautiful French armoire door as a headboard?), a new CSOL
member and the winner of the Rename–the-Boutique Contest.
Terry’s retail expertise doesn’t end here since she’s also agreed to
help merchandise the CSOL’s pop up shops, because even the best
products need to be artfully displayed. And Terry? She’s mastered
artful. Look for the SCORE logo on our new shopping bags and
tissue (that just happens to match the color of the Charleston
Symphony aqua O.
A coincidence? Nope.
Thanks Terry!)
Please save your

bubble wrap

for CSOL pop up shops. It
would be a great help if it
were rolled and secured
with a rubber band. We
don’t need the air-filled
packaging or peanuts.
Bring the bubble wrap to
any CSOL event. Thanks
for helping the CSOL save
$$$$.

The CSOL cookbook
on display at the
Gibbes Museum of
Art gift shop.

WE NEED
A 2019 DESIGNER

SHOWHOUSE

The Symphony Designer Showhouse is an annual and major CSOL fundraiser to benefit the
Charleston Symphony. The Designer Showhouse (DSH) is open to the public from mid-March to midApril. An exceptional designer creates each space within the DSH. What the CSOL needs:
A house with a minimum of 3500 square feet and in an area easily accessed by tourists, located in
downtown Charleston, on the peninsula.
Space somewhere on the property to use for SCORE, our pop up shop. This can be either a part of
the house, a garage or a carriage house, etc. The pop up shop usually generates more income than
we receive on ticket sales, so it’s a very important component of the project.
An outdoor area suitable for a café serving a catered lunch to the public.
The property to be vacant and available to the CSOL January 1, 2019 until April 30, 2019.
Advantages to the homeowner: House interior will be enhanced by designers in conjunction with the
homeowner. The interior will feature up-to-date wall coverings, which may include paint, wallpaper or
faux painting provided at no expense to the owner.
If the house is for sale, a major plus for the owner is that approximately 3000 guests will visit the
house. A potential buyer may be among them! Realtors are welcome to continue to show the house
throughout the time the DSH is in process.
Please communicate any leads to Patti Tully at pattitully@gmail.com – and thank you for helping out.

ROUND OF APPLAUSE
A CSOL past president shared a funny story: Many
Volunteers are a special breed; not
everyone will donate their time for
years ago, as she was considering joining the CSOL,
OF
even a great cause.
Round of
she casually mentioned it to a friend. “Oh no,” the
Applause is acknowledgement by
friend cautioned. “You don’t want to join that group. President Kitty Reid to honor CSOL
volunteers.
They make you work!”
Indeed. Well, actually, we don’t make you work – we ask that you volunteer. Below are the names of the
members of our standing committees. Many more of you provide food to feed the musicians or refreshments
for teas and coffees, engage children at the petting zoos and usher at concerts. And then there are those
who docent at the Tour of Island Homes and the Designer Showhouse. There are volunteers who serve in the
DSH Café or help customers in our pop up shops. We couldn’t accomplish all that we do without you.
… which is why I’m coming back and asking you for more of your thinking, time, energy, and enthusiasm. Of
course you have other commitments, family and friends (that’s why you’re a desirable member – you lead a
full life). But increasingly, there’s too much work being done by too few members. I ask only that you give us
just a little more: Consider stepping out of your comfort zone and volunteer to do something you haven’t
done before. The collective results will be, I guarantee it, astonishing. (If you don’t see your name on a
committee of which you’re a member, please notify me. If you see a committee which you wish you were on,
n o t i f y m e ! kjreid@ bellsouth.net, 843-991-0677. And, thank you.)
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BY-LAWS
Karen Kichline Ruef
Chair
Marilyn Johnson
Marilyn Schultz
Isabel Hopkins
Linde Mills
MEMBERSHIP
Lyn Magee -- Chair
Beth Connelly
Sue Ingram
Marianne Moorer
Charlotte Moran
Patti Tully
SPONSORSHIP
Lorraine Perry -- Chair
Jennifer Metts
REVELS
Karen Kichline Ruef
Chair
ME Canaday
Susan Cooper
Faye Griffin
Celia Hansult
Dottie Hardin
Becky Hilstad
Gloria Kelso
Gail Maginnis
Jane Miller
Kathy Pease
Kitty Reid
Janet Rosenzweig
Caroline Thibault

SWANKY SOUTHERN SOIREE
Bob & Ornella Gebhardt
Co-Chairs
Kerri Collins
Sharon Cooper
Jodie-Beth Galos
Kate Gray
Celia Hansult
Kyle Lane
Lyn Magee
Gail Maginnis
Bev Marshall
Jennifer Metts
Jane Miller
Kathy Pease
Lorraine Perry
Claudia Porter
Kitty Reid
Karen Ruef
David Savard
Patti Tully
Gail Wamboldt
MERCHANDIZING
Jodie-Beth Galos -- Chair
Lissa Block
Kelly Denton
Judy Kay Goldberg
Kathy Pease
Karen Kichline Ruef
Terry Stephenson
Karen Thompson
Elizabeth Vingi
Gail Wamboldt
Verna Weeks

EDUCATION
Caroline Thibault -- Chair
Ledlie Bell
Ann Birdseye
Jackie Cunningham
Terri DeVane
Julie Fenimore
Jackie Gawthrop
Sandra Gordon
Patricia Hanneman
Becky Hilstad
Sue Ingram
Suzanne Jeter
Sharon Kahn
Diane Kochamba
Jean Lang
Linda Manning
Gloria Palmer-Long
Claudia Porter
Kitty Reid
Donna Reyburn
Marilyn Schultz
Annette Sherman
Verna Weeks
NOMINATING
Patti Tully -- Chair
Ledlie Bell
Becky Hilstad
Lyn Magee
Jennifer Metts
Jane Miller
Linde Mills
Claudia Porter

TOUR OF HOMES
Sharon Bartshe & Becky
Hilstad -- Co-Chairs
Jean Berner
Ellen Berrier
Barbara Chapman
Julie Fenimore
Jodie-Beth Galos
Sam Gawthrop
Anne Hess
Bob Hill
Susan Leggett
Helen McCarthy
Charlotte Moran
Kathy Pease
Kitty Reid
David Savard
Jill Sinclair
Caroline Thibault
Karen Thompson
LONG RANGE PLANNING
Susan Leggett -- Chair
Kitty Reid
Becky Hilstad
Gail Maginnis
Karen Kichline Ruef
Sue Ingram
Lyn Magee
COMMUNICATIONS
David Savard -- Chair
Jodie-Beth Galos
Jennifer Metts

CSOL 2018-2019 CALENDAR
DATE

EVENT

LOCATION

TIME

10/25/18

Feed the Musicians

Spoleto Office

12:00 pm

10/26/18

Coffee with the Maestro

CCPL Calhoun Street Library

10:00 am

10/27/18

REVELS: Music Appreciation with Ken Lam

The Charleston Library Society

10:00 am

11/3/18

2018 Symphony Tour of Island Homes

Kiawah Island

10:00 am – 4:00 pm

11/3/18

Free Charleston Symphony Concert Sponsored

East Beach Conference Center,
Kiawah Island

5:00 pm

by the Town of Kiawah Arts & Cultural Events Fund

11/9/18

REVELS: Contemporary Art in a 19th Century
Tradition

Redux Studios

5:00 pm

11/16/18

Coffee with the Maestro

CCPL Calhoun Street Library

10:00 am

11/17/18

CSYO Concert

Gaillard Center

2:00 pm

11/29/18

REVELS: Holiday Lunch Visit to Middleton Place
Plantation

Middleton Place Plantation

10:30 am

12/6/18

REVELS: Holiday Wreath Workshop

Gage Hall, Archdale Street

10:00 am

12/12/18

CSOL Membership Holiday Tea

Mt Pleasant

2:00 – 4:00 pm

1/4/19

Coffee with the Maestro

CCPL Calhoun Street Library

10:00 am

1/5/19

REVELS: Music Appreciation with Ken Lam

The Charleston Library Society

10:00 am

1/19/19

Instrument Petting Zoo: Saltwater Sounds

SC Aquarium

9:30 – 11:00 am

2/1/19

Coffee with the Maestro

CCPL Calhoun Street Library

10:00 am

2/9/18

Instrument Petting Zoo

CCPL Calhoun Street Library

11:00 am

2/13/19

REVELS: Love is in the Air with Yuriy & Friends

Downtown Charleston

7:30 pm

2/23/19

Instrument Petting Zoo: Saltwater Sounds

SC Aquarium

9:30 – 11:00 am

2/24/19

REVELS: Ukrainian Food Tasting

Mt Pleasant

4:00 pm

3/1/19

Coffee with the Maestro

CCPL Calhoun Street Library

10:00 am

3/3/19

CSYO Concert

Lightsey Chapel, N. Charleston

3:30 pm

3/5/19

REVELS: Evening of Music and Food

West Ashley

5:30 pm

3/29/19

Coffee with the Maestro

CCPL Calhoun Street Library

10:00 am

4/13/19

REVELS: Music Appreciation with Ken Lam

The Charleston Library Society

10:00 am

4/19/19

Coffee with the Maestro

CCPL Calhoun Street Library

10:00 am

4/25/19

REVELS: Hanna Raskin: A Food Critic’s
Experiences

Laura Alberts, Daniel Island

12:30 pm

5/4/19

REVELS: Bring Your Betting Funds: Kentucky
Derby

Wadmalaw Island

5:00 pm

5/5/19

Student Scholarship Recitals

Bishop Gadsden Chapel

TBD

5/20/19

CSYO Concert

Piccolo Spoleto Location TBD

TBD

For up-to-date information about CSOL events, follow us on Facebook at csolinc.

