
The doors are locked, the windows shuttered and the garden is 
empty at 142 Tradd Street – the site of our 41st Symphony 
Designer Showhouse. The event is now part of our memories, 
fond ones I might add. Attendance was very good, Boutique 
sales were brisk and luncheon attendance in the garden was 
unbelievably high (given the weather). Now we all await the 
final profit figures. 

Our volunteers this year were outstanding! We thank you all for 
your support and cooperation. Every volunteer is a much 
needed commodity. Special kudos to Claudia Porter and Patti 
Tully for their excellence in chairing this project. Carol Cronk 
ran an efficient and outstanding café (it was her first time ever, 
but you’d never know it from her professionalism). Lyn Magee 
shaped up the Docent Day Chairs and Docents. Designer Sales 
run by Sue Ingram reportedly doubled their intake. Ticketing 
was a proficient operation with Kathy Pease at the helm. Ann 
Birdseye kept the musicians coming to entertain us. (The 
Stradivarius even showed up one day.) And how about the 
alpine horns stretched out in the garden? Mary Ellen Ondo and 
Gail Maginnis once again chaired the Boutique but have 
announced they’re retiring; they promise they’re not leaving us 
entirely. The Designers produced nine lovely design areas, 
including the gorgeous garden. Guests commented on how 
pleasing the results were. 

Now that this project is all wrapped up, we must 
concentrate on the final month of our 2017/2018 
year. May 6th is our annual FREE recital 
featuring top scholarship winners at Bishop 
Gadsden on James Island in the Chapel at 1 pm 
(Note time change); a reception will follow the 
performance. Please join us to hear the finest  of  
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Of course, keep your fingers crossed that 
you’ll be the winner. You don’t need to be 
present to win, but don’t miss this fun 
morning. 

The winner of Pursuit of the Podium will be 
performing Friday evening, May 25th, on 
the steps of the Custom House. It’s a free 
CSO concert, sponsored by the City of 
Charleston, opening the Piccolo Spoleto 
festivities. 

young musical talent in the Tri-county area -- you won’t be 
disappointed.  

Make your reservation now for our Spring Luncheon set for 
Wednesday, May 16th, at The Country Club of Charleston. We 
will gather at 11:15 am with lunch served at 12 noon. Along 
with installation of Officers for the 2018/2019 season, I will 
provide a “State Of The League” update. 

On May 19th, the drawing for the Audi Q5 will take place in 
Marion Square. The CSO Brass will begin performing at 10 am 
with the selection of the winner between 12 and 12:30. 
There’s a Farmer’s Market starting at 8 am, so come out and 
enjoy browsing the vendors and listening to the music. 

Fellow members, it 
has been a great 
year because of 
your participation 
and cooperation. 
Thank you. 
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Support the CSOL® and have a chance to win an Audi Q5 — Audi’s #1 
selling car. Sponsorships are $100 each, and only 1,200 will be offered. 
The name of the lucky winner will be drawn at a special CSO Brass 
concert in Marion Square on May 19, 2018. You don’t need to be 
present to win. Proceeds benefit the Charleston Symphony Orchestra 
and CSOL® Music Scholarships. Purchase your sponsorship online: 
https://csolinc.org/2018-car-sponsorship/. 

  AUDI Q5: LAST CHANCE TO BE A LUCKY WINNER The Audi Q5 at the island 

House. This car goes with 

everything 

Thank you to 
May Keynotes 
contributors: 
Ledlie Bell, 

Ann Birdseye, 
Mary Davis, 

Julie Fenimore, 
June LaVia, 

Kathy Pease, 
Kitty Reid, 

Karen Kichline 
Ruef, David 
Savard, Lucy 

Thornhill, Patti 
Tully 

Annual 

Spring 

Luncheon: 

May 16, 

11:30 AM, 

Country 

Club of 

Charleston  

 

 
Audi Q5 Car 
Sponsorship 

Drawing: 
May 17,  

12 Noon, 
Marion 
Square  

The 1686 ex-Nachez Stradivarius violin was 

almost certainly built entirely by Antonio 

Stradivari himself when the violin maker was 46 

and at the peak of his powers. He was approaching 

what is known in violin circles as his "golden 

period." 

The ex-Nachez violin recently spent a year and a 

half in renovation. Even the violin's owners, 

Winifred and John Constable, hadn't seen or heard 

it during that time until Yuriy Bekker, 

Concertmaster and Principal Pops Conductor, 

played the Bruch Violin Concerto #1 under the 

direction of Ken Lam at the April 13 Masterworks 

Concert.   

… so consider the delight of attendees at the 

Coffee with Ken (aka the Maestro) earlier that day 

who had the privilege of hearing it up close and 

personal. In addition to playing for the CSOL®, 

Yuriy did pop-up concerts around town with the 

violin to promote the weekend's concerts, 

including at Roper Hospital, the Library Society 

and at the Designer Showhouse. 

At that Masterworks Concert, while listening to 

the Beethoven Symphony #7 David Savard noted: 

“Not everyone can play a Strad and make it sound 

good, much less great. During the concert, I could 

see how differently Yuriy played the 

instrument. His touch appeared much lighter and 

his bow floated and bounced lightly atop the 

strings.  Later, I made this comment to Yuriy, and 

he affirmed that he employed a lighter touch.”  

COFFEE WITH KEN AND 

YURIY WITH A FRIEND 
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President Kitty Reid 
Treasurer Claudia Porter 
Recording Secretary Faye Griffin 
Corresponding Secretary Peggy Cross 
VP Long Range Planning Susan Leggett 
VP Projects  Mary Davis 
VP Membership Lynn Magee 
VP Education Gloria Palmer-Long 
Past President Becky Hilstad 
Parliamentarian Janette Moody 

Standing Committees  
Audience  Development Julie Fenimore 
Bylaws Karen Kichline Ruef 
Communications David Savard 
   Newsletter Jodie-Beth Galos 
Member Events Sue Ingram 
Nominating Caroline Thibault 
Sponsorship Lorraine Perry 

Spec ial Committees  
Tonight, Tonight Gala Jane Miller 
Island Tour of Homes Becky Hilstad 
Revels Kathy Pease 
Designer Showhouse Claudia Porter, Patti Tully 
Merchandising Beverly Marshall 
Pursuit of the Podium Susan Leggett 
Car Sponsorship  Don and Kitty Reid 
SOVA Liaison Jane Miller 



 
 
 
 
 

SOLD-OUT REVELS EVENT: REEDS AND CHEF LAVIA 

CSOL ® AWARDS STUDENT SCHOLORSHIPS  

Mark your calendars for the 6th of May 
at Bishop Gadsden Chapel at 1:00 pm: 

Enjoy a recital of some of our 
scholarship winners.  Reception follows .  
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June and Mariano La Via, Kari 
Kistler 

On April 7, June and Mariano LaVia cooked 
and served a late afternoon Italian repast 
along with paired wines at their James Island 
home. To add to the fun, Kari Kistler of the 
CSO (Second Oboe and English Horn), 
demonstrated how she designs reeds for her 
oboe. June composed the following to 
describe this sold-out Revels event: 

Two for one, was a good deal, 

Some instruction and a meal. 

What’s a REED and how to make it? 

Not so simple, just believe it. 

And beyond the learning part 

Food and wine warmed up the heart. 

  

Kari Kistler 

The Martin and Johanna Bowen Scholarship is 
awarded to students who have shown their dedication, 
commitment and talent and are on the brink of 
developing more fully by taking private lessons or 
attending a summer music camp. The following were 
awarded Bowen Scholarships: Marcus Loucks, clarinet, 
Summerville High School, Jennifer Lee, violin, 
Academic Magnet High School, Michael Lee, piano, 

Charleston County School of the Arts.              

 

Our apologies for a mis-spelling: 

The Goldsmith Scholarship is 

awarded to the highest scoring 

Summer Study applicant who is 

planning to attend a summer 

festival or camp which costs 

more than $1,000.  Winner, 

Erick Won, violinist, will be 

attending Brevard Music Camp.  

 

Erick Won 

S u b l i m i n a l  S u g g e s t i o n :  B u y  Y o u r  S p o n s o r s h i p  T i c k e t  N O W !  

H E A R  T O D AY ’S  ST U D EN TS  A N D  T O M O RRO W’S  M U SI CI AN S  

One of the CSOL®’s scholarship recipients, Nicholas Bentz, who is in pursuit of a Masters 

Degree in violin at the Peabody Institute of Johns Hopkins University, in addition to his 

private composition studies, presented one of his compositions with the Jacksonville 

Symphony in April with three other emerging composers. Nick noted that he found inspiration 

for “E.W. Korngold Goes to Nikkatsu” from a film by Seijun Suzuki, scored by Erich 

Wolfgang Korngold, one of his favorite composers. 

This year, the CSOL®’s Education Committee felt that the scholarship auditions revealed more 

remarkable young students than anyone could recall in the past. The judges were so impressed, 
they awarded some very high scores (and they don’t 

give them out lightly!). To follow music students of 

exceptional promise, plan to attend the recital for our 

scholarship winners. Hear now what we hope everyone 

will pay to hear later as our scholarship recipients, like 

Nick, launch successful careers. 

Nick Bentz 



ROUND OF APPLAUSE:                                               
Volunteer Recognition From The CSOL® President 

You may think the monthly edition of Keynotes just magically appears in your 
email on a regular basis. But, it really doesn’t work that way. An entire month is 
spent gathering articles from around the League, begging for photos, editing 
submitted articles, laying it all out, etc., etc. 

Last summer, I suggested (Really???)* to Jodie-Beth Galos, Editor of Keynotes, 

that we needed a monthly edition to keep everyone informed about the CSOL®.  

She resisted, saying (whining)* she didn’t think she could produce one every month. She has satisfied my needs to 
publish monthly, however, and she has surpassed my expectations with larger and better editions and a wealth of 
information for our membership. 

Thank you, Jodie-Beth, for your expertise.  As my gift to you, I say take the summer months off.  So, it will be August 
before the membership can anticipate the latest news from the CSOL®. An eblast or two (or three) will have to do 
until then.   *Editorial sarcasm added by JBG 

 

SUPER SIPPIN’ SANGRIA ON THE STONO PAELLA PARTY  

Jodie-Beth and her Ashley 
Hall mentors, Virginia Jones, 

Olivia Long 

Tony Marti stirs his paella pans with the same quiet confidence he exudes when during a CSO performance, he 

performs a trumpet solo. The difference is you can’t eat a trumpet solo. Paella? Seconds, please. 

For 100+ people, the opportunity to raise money for the David and Karen Stahl Memorial Scholarship Fund, drink 

wine and sangria while enjoying the sunset over the Stono River, feast on the aforementioned paella and test one’s 

luck purchasing raffle tickets for curated Spanish gifts (and the Audi Q5), it was una fiesta para todos los sentidos.  



DATE EVENT LOCATION TIME 

5/6/18 CSOL® Scholarship Recital Bishop Gadsden Chapel 1:00 pm 

5/16/18 Annual CSOL® Spring Luncheon Country Club of Charleston 11:30 am 

5/17/18 Revels: A Brothel? A BROTHEL! Mt Pleasant 5:00 pm 

5/19/18 Car Sponsorship Drawing Marion Square 12:00 pm 

5/25/18 Pursuit of the Podium Winner Conducts CSO U.S. Customs House 8:00 pm 

M A R K  Y O U R  F A L L  C A L E N D A R S  

11/3/18 2018 Symphony Tour of Homes The Islands 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

11/3/18 CSO Concert  Sponsored by the Town 
of Kiawah Arts & Cultural Events Fund 

East Beach Conference Center, 
Kiawah Island 

5:00 pm 

SAVE THE DATES: CSOL® CALENDAR 2018 
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Patti Tully, Kitty Reid, Claudia Porter  

THANK YOU FROM THE DSH CO-CHAIRS 
From Patty Tully and Claudia Porter 

Our volunteers at the DSH are bottom-line focused and so you’re 

wondering – how much did the DSH make? Did our efforts pay off? 

Sam Gawthrop, DSH Treasurer, reported that final income and 

expense numbers will take several weeks to accumulate. He noted, 

however, house Ticket Sales are slightly ahead of last year, and 

Designer Sales has nearly doubled their sales over last year. The Café 

and the Boutique are running behind last year, but all-in-all, we 

anticipate meeting or exceeding our 2018 budget goal of $92,000 in net 

income. Thank you all – we couldn’t do it without you! 

 

REVEL S:  T HE CIT ADEL  - -  HONOR.  DUT Y.  RESP ECT.  

By Cub Reporter, Kitty Reid 

I love a parade! Especially a military one with band and bagpipe 
music. That’s what we experienced with the Revels – A Tour of The 
Citadel on April 20th. 

Our group of 18 met at The Daniel Library and we received a brief 
history of this military academy established in 1842. Early 
photography – daguerreotype, ambrotype, tintype, was illustrated 
with early photos of cadets. We then toured the Museum which 
showcases early uniforms, Citadel rings (the most coveted of items 
among graduates or nearly graduates) and even an early 1900s 
Cadet room. (VERY basic, I can assure you.) 

After the Library, we toured the Chapel built in 1936 and the new 
War Memorial dedicated to Citadel graduates who died during 
our various wars and conflicts.  

A walk across the Parade Deck allowed us to step inside one of 
the barracks (something a civilian rarely gets to do) and then to 
our special seating to review the Parade of Cadets. A wonderful 
few hours on the campus of The Citadel.  

 

Mark Your Fall Calendars 


