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F RO M  T H E  P R ES I D E N T  

Support the CSOL® and have a chance to win an Audi Q5 — 
Audi’s #1 selling car. Sponsorships are $100 each, and only 
1,200 will be offered. 

The lucky winner will be drawn at a special CSO Brass 
concert at Marion Square in May 2018.  You don’t need to 
be present to win. 

Features: Panoramic sun roof, navigation and telematics 
package, heated front seats, all-wheel drive. 

Proceeds benefit the Charleston Symphony Orchestra and 
CSOL® Music Scholarships. 

What’s Missing?  
…You,  behind the wheel!  

CSOL ® Holiday 
Party 

December 8, 2-4 pm 

At the home of 
Ornella & Bob 

Gebhardt 

32 Society Street, 
Charleston 

Social Media is a communications 
channel. Since the CSOL® strives to 
continue a dialogue with members 

about how we do what we do,  

Follow us on Facebook @csolinc.   
Needs instructions? Email 
 jodie-beth@jbgalos.com  

Dear League Members and Friends, 

The Kiawah/Seabrook Tour of Homes was very successful, 
thanks to Becky Hilstad and her hardworking committee. 
The day was sunny and glorious – a perfect day to be at the 
beach (or admiring it through expansive windows). Ticket 
sales were brisk and attendees had a wonderful time 
enjoying the architecture and décor of the seven homes. 
This was followed by a free CSO Concert, thanks to the 
Town of Kiawah Island Arts and Cultural Events Committee. 

On the same day we introduced the car for this year’s Car 
Sponsorship project. The Audi Q5 is a fully loaded SUV -- it’s 
Audi’s bestselling auto. It has All-Wheel Drive, Sun Roof, 
Heated Seats, Navigation Package and Telematics (that 
means, in case of accident, aid will automatically find you. A 
good thing). Sponsorships are $100 each with only 1200 to 
be sold. This is a $50,000 car without a doubt – it even 
smells expensive. Well-worth buying a sponsorship with 
hopes of winning. And, if your ticket isn’t drawn on May 
19th, you’re entitled to a tax deduction. 

This year, the drawing will be at Marion Square on Calhoun 
Street, between King and Meeting Streets. At noon, there 
will be a special CSO Brass Ensemble concert on the Square. 
Hope to see you there, but you don’t need to be present to 
win. 

The League’s Holiday Celebration will be on December 8th 
from 2 until 4 pm at the home of Ornella and Bob 
Gebhardt, 32 Society Street in downtown Charleston.  If 
you can’t find any on-street parking, the closest garage is 
the Gaillard Parking Garage. Join your colleagues and enjoy 
some holiday fun. 

If you haven’t made reservations for the TONIGHT, 
TONIGHT! Gala on Thursday, January 18, please do so -- 
right away! Unable to attend? Support this all-important 
event by making a contribution or perhaps paying for a 
musician to attend. This is one of our most important 
projects of the year and we need it to be a rousing success. 
All proceeds go to the CSO. 

I wish all of you and your 
families a happy and joyous 
holiday season. 
 Kitty  
Kitty Reid, President CSOL® 

Kitty Reid 

KEYN  TES O 
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President Kitty Reid 

Treasurer Claudia Porter 
Recording Secretary Faye Griffin 

Corresponding Secretary Peggy Cross 

VP Long Range Planning Susan Leggett 
VP Projects  Mary Davis 

VP Membership Lynn Magee 

VP Education Gloria Palmer-Long 

Past President Becky Hilstad 

Parliamentarian Janette Moody 

S t a n d i n g  C o m m i t t e e s  

Audience Development Julie Fenimore 

Bylaws Karen Kichline Ruef 
Communications David Savard 

   Newsletter Jodie-Beth Galos 
Member Events Sue Ingram 

S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e s  

Tonight, Tonight Gala Jane Miller 
Island Tour of Homes Becky Hilstad 

Revels Kathy Pease 

Designer Showhouse Claudia Porter 
Patti Tully 

Merchandising Beverly Marshall 
Pursuit of the Podium Carroll Ahearn 

Sponsorship Lorraine Perry 

SOVA Liaison Jane Miller 

Perhaps a stocking stuffer or birthday gift? When Thomas 
Sloggett asked his wife Ruth, a longtime CSOL® member, what 
she wanted for her birthday, she replied, “Tickets for the Gala!” 
(Parenthetic Note: Ruth also said she’s pleased not to have to 
wear formal clothing to this year’s Gala but is considering buying 
a new outfit with all the money saved. We think her logic is 
impeccable). 

Consider purchasing a ticket for one (or many) of the CSO’s hard-
working musicians. Buying a thank-you ticket to attend the Gala 
after the concert would show your appreciation of the music our 
musicians provide to the community. (Also, musicians are known 
to like warm soft pretzels and crispy eggrolls). 

G o  t o  w w w . c s o l i n c . o r g  f o r  y o u r  t i c k e t s  n o w .  
Q u a n t i t i e s  a r e  l i m i t e d  t o  4 0 0 ,  s o  d o n ’ t  m i s s  

o u t  a t t e n d i n g  a n d  g i v i n g  t i c k e t s  a s  g i f t s .  

Gala Tickets Make a Great Gift 
We’re entering the height of gift-giving 
season. Give a ticket to Tonight, Tonight! 
CSO/CSOL®’s January 18 Fundraising Gala. 
Not only will you provide friends and family 
with a great evening, but you’ll contribute 
funds for the CSO. 
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The SOVA Board of Directors and, in particular, Carol Lou Yaeger, the Chair of 
this year’s Roundtable send truly heartfelt thanks to the CSOL® for hosting the 
13th Annual SOVA Roundtable Conference and to all from the League who 
participated – attendees and presenters, alike. Based upon the exit evaluations, 
our meeting exceeded everyone’s expectations; you can imagine how happy 
that makes us.  

The pleasure of your company was requested, promising that you could 
reconnect, revitalize and recharge … and you came! You took a breather from 
everything else you had on your radar at this time of year – difficult as that was 
to do. But SOVA trusts you found new processes; possible solutions to 
organizational or volunteer challenges; more effective and more efficient ways 
of doing things; immediately usable tech ideas; digital solutions to marketing 
and archiving (a very real answer to getting rid of many of those boxes in our 
storage units); insight into ways to attract younger volunteers; a simple, 
practical start on a business plan; and steal-able ideas for new fundraising 
projects and for celebrating and honoring milestones.   

Not least is knowing that you aren’t doing this alone, that SOVA and all the 
member organizations and volunteers in the Southeast are here for each other 
and willing to help. All can savor those special Charleston October days of 
camaraderie, learning and fun connecting with old friends and newly-discovered 
best friends. Whether in sessions or on break, getting together in the hotel, on a 
Charleston tour, or enjoying the delights of the 2008 Designer Showhouse 
dinner, being together was wonderful. Your being there was the biggest 
contribution of all.  

Tim Rule’s Roundtable 

Elizabeth Connor Stewart’s 
Roundtable 

A Thank You Note From: 
Carol Lou Yaeger on Behalf of SOVA 

Lynn Magee’s Roundtable 

http://www.csolinc.org/


Welcome New Members 
Carla Gilman ckgilman@gmail.com 

Maryangela Glasgow mimigla6464@gmail.com  

Patricia Hannemann pah@hoco150.com 

David Hannemann pah@hoco150.com 

Cynthia Opelt csopelt@gmail.com 

Annette Sherman giving@annettsherman.com 

Enoch Sherman music@enochsherman.com 

C S O L ®  S c h o l a r s h i p  W i n n e r  

N i c h o l a s  B e n t z ’  
A p p r oa ching  Eter ni ty  

R e l e a s e d  
BALTIMORE, MD — Symphony Number One (SNO) 
released its new album on Friday, November 3, 2017. 
Titled Approaching, this is SNO's 4th offering. Clocking 
in at over 79 minutes, this is the longest commercial 
release for the startup orchestra. Filling the majority 
of the disk is Approaching Eternity by our own CSOL® 
Scholarship Recipient (multiple times), composer and 
violinist Nicholas Bentz.  

SNO's Music Director and the conductor, Jordan 
Randall Smith said:  

Clocking in at 54 
minutes, Nick's work 
represents the first time 
the orchestra has truly 
reached its long-term 
goal to commission 
'feature-length' works 
that can serve not as the 

At just 2 1/2 years into the small orchestra's brief 
tenure, this 4th album represents only a fraction of 
the forty+ new works which it has so far 
commissioned and performed. The album will be 
available globally on Amazon, iTunes, and Spotify in 
CD, download, and streaming formats. 
 

Special thanks to December’s Keynotes contributors: 
Ledlie Bell, Ann Birdseye, Becky Hilstad, Sue Ingram, 
Virginia Jones, Olivia Long, Jane Miller, David Savard, 
Kitty Reid and Carol Lou Yaeger 

Say Cheese: Capture a 
Kodak Moment at the Gala 

Get ready to chronicle the smiles and friendships at the 
Tonight, Tonight! CSO/CSOL® Gala on January 18, 2018. 

BRING YOUR CELL PHONE:  

We’ll capture this fun fundraising event by 
photographing (with your phone) you and friends in 
front of photo backdrops of New York City. Keep your 
cell phone photos as mementos; we’ll also provide easy 
tutorials on how to post them on Facebook/Instagram. 
Are you allowed to photobomb? We say: Go for it. 

Nicholas  Bentz 

sideshow, but as the centerpiece of a concert. 
Suddenly, Mozart and Tchaikovsky are just the 
‘opening acts’ for flesh-and-blood composers 
who live in the 21st century alongside the rest of 
us. Speaking for myself, it was deeply gratifying 
to get to perform this work, the longest and one 
of the most moving premieres I've ever given. 
And for it to have been composed by Nick Bentz, 
my friend and SNO co-founder, was an 
extraordinary treat. Nick …[is] a significant voice 
in new music today. [His] music is deeply 
inspirational to me. 

Soliciting people for money is, for most of us, as much fun as 
the proverbial root canal without anesthetic. This month’s 
Volunteer Recognition unquestionably goes to Lorraine Perry, 
who has started an outstanding effort to obtain sponsors for 
the CSOL®. Her hard-work is evidenced by new donations, 
ranging from $500 to $10,000. 

The CSOL® Sponsorship Program was initiated in the past few 
months as a way of increasing our cash flow with a 
community-based emphasis. Lorraine’s creativity and 
resourcefulness in soliciting from a variety of companies and 
individuals is notable.  

Even as un-fun it is to ask for money, remember: Lorraine isn’t 
a one-woman band; we all need to be thinking of potential 
donors and making the process of approaching them fruitful. 
Take a moment to think about your network of contacts and 
forward your ideas for potential CSOL® sponsors to Lorraine at 
lorperry62@yahoo.com. She will help with creating a proposal, 
scripting a call, accompanying you to a meeting or even 
initiating the contact herself. 

Kudos to Lorraine for getting this challenging pilot program on 
its feet! 
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Lorraine  Perry 
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The success of this year’s CSOL® House Tour, held on November 4, is demonstrated in the numbers: 
80 degrees and sunny; 606 tickets sold; 7 gorgeous homes and generous homeowners; 200 
volunteers working as docents, parkers, house captains, refreshment servers, cookbook sellers, car 
sponsorship greeters; 100 people celebrating at the volunteer thank you party on November 3; 
$20,000 worth of ads purchased in the Tour program, $40,000 made. Smiles and accolades? Too 
numerous to count. All who donated, contributed, participated: thanks beyond calculation. 
 

Signing in at the HT Party for Volunteers 

Audi Q5 Sponsorship Sales Becky Hilstad, Tour Chair, Thanking Homeowners 

Refreshments  Served Poolside 

Admiring the View (Note: Blue Booties) 

Inside 1 of 7 Spectacular Homes Miles of 
Coastline 
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The CSOL® has been a proud supporter of the Charleston Marathon for the past five years. 
The race initially raised funds for arts education in the Charleston County School District -- 
and has since been expanded to the tri-county area. It’s a growing event in the running 
world and requires MANY hands to undertake it each year.  

Doing It By the Numbers:  

Symphony Tour of Homes Great Success 

Traffic Control 

Please sign up to help. When we have 20 volunteers, the CSOL
 ® receives a $150 contribution from the race’s 

organizers. We’ll have a large contingent volunteering on Friday, January 12 from 10:30-3:30 at the Gaillard 
Center, handing out race packets to participants. But when you volunteer at any time, you can still help the 
CSOL® earn the incentive. And we’ll support Charles Fox of Fox Music House, who does so much to support the 
CSOL®. Go to the volunteer tab to register: http://charlestonmarathon.com/volunteer When you register, fill in 
the “Organization” block with CSOL

 ®. 

Volunteer at the Charleston Marathon and Support the CSOL®
 

http://charlestonmarathon.com/volunteer
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Q: Is making reeds for your oboe a professional or 
personal obsession? 

A: Yes! If you play an instrument with a double reed 
(oboe/bassoon), and you’re a professional, you learn early 
on (maybe in high school but by college certainly) to make 
your own reeds. 

And, not only is it time-consuming to make a reed, it’s 
expensive (but even more expensive to buy a finished 
reed). But the reed is responsible for about 90% of the 
tone, so if you want to translate what you hear in your 
head to your instrument, you learn to make reeds suited 
to you.  Every oboe player has a bit of OCD in them; you 
couldn’t become a professional without that 
characteristic.   

Dr. Kari Kistler has established herself as one of the leading oboe performers and teachers in the Southeast.  She holds the position of 
Second Oboe/Principal English Horn with the CSO.  In addition to maintaining a teaching studio, Kari  actively performs in the region. 

Q: Are you going to tell me how to make a reed? 

A: Sorry, no. But one I’ll show you if you attend Revels: 
Reeds and Chef LaVia on Saturday, April 7 at 4:00 pm. (Sold 
Out – Wait List Only). Mariano and I have been talking 
about teaming up for a while; we’re thrilled it’s finally 
happening. His cooking is superb and I will regale you with 
my reed-making techniques – and I’ll play too. But no aerial 
silks. ;-) 

Kari and her favored 
mode of transport, in  

evening dress 

Q: Do you whittle them? 

A: Exactly. You use cane – 
it’s a member of the 
bamboo family, known as 
Arundo Donax. The best 
cane comes from the south 
of France, from the wine 
region. There’s a saying, 
“The best wine years are 
also the best cane years.” 

 Q: Is your family musical? 

A: Only if musicality skips a generation (my mother’s 
father played the sax). I grew up with a father who 
listened to the Beach Boys and the Beatles and a mother 
who listened to Elvis. The first time my parents were 
immersed in classical music was when they came to hear 
me play with a youth orchestra.  

Q: Why did you choose the oboe? 

A: Actually, I think it chose me. I played the flute in 
elementary/middle public school band. When I auditioned 
for the high school band, there were plenty of flutes, so 
the band director suggested I learn to play something less 
common, oboe or bassoon. I could easily make a sound on 
it -- many people can’t.  And then there’s the fact that the 
oboe is about as challenging as it gets, and I was instantly 
intrigued. Or I’m masochistic. 

Q: How difficult was it to learn to play the oboe? 

A: Certain things came easily to me which meant I enjoyed 
it enough to practice … which meant I improved. After you 
gain command of the instrument, it’s all about phrasing. 
Otherwise, it’s just a wall of sound. Music has always been 
a language which I could understand.  

Q: They say that musicality, language fluency and math 
skills are related. You? 

A: I speak a little German but I think I could improve with 
applied effort. My language skill is when someone says a 
name which is unfamiliar (foreign), I usually get it -- fast. I 
hear what they’re doing with the vowels and the 
consonants and I can replicate it. 

Q: What’s your non-musical skill which might surprise 
people? 

A: I workout using Aerial Silks. You may be familiar with it – 
it’s part of the Cirque du Soleil performance – aerial 
acrobatics while hanging from a piece of fabric. I take 
classes in West Ashley and I’m learning to use the fabric to 
wrap, suspend, fall, swing, and spiral into and out of various 
positions. 

Q: You’re well-balanced? 

A: I try to be. I ride my 
bicycle all over Charleston – 
it’s one of the reasons I love 
the city. If I can ride my 
bicycle to a concert wearing 
a black evening dress, 
hanging upside down from 
silk is easy by comparison. 

I’ve also received 
compliments from other 
musicians who say that I’m 
the most normal oboe 
player they’ve ever met! 

Q: So, how difficult is it to make a reed? 

A: it usually takes years to learn this craft.  Elaine Douvas, 
one of my mentors and co-principal oboe of the Met Opera 
Orchestra said, “You need to make about 1000 reeds 
before you know what you’re doing.” So, your proficiency 
options are to bang out a 1000 reeds in your first year of 
learning (ugh, and highly unlikely) or spread the pain over a 
greater period of time. 

Kari performing an aerial 
acrobatic move 
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C S O  B a c k s t a g e  I n s i g h t s :   

Interview with Kari Kistler, Second Oboe/Principal English Horn 



Date Event Location Time 

12/3/17 Revels: Celebrate the Joy of the Chanukah West Ashley 12:00 pm 

12/8/17 CSOL® Holiday Celebration Downtown 2:00 - 4:00 pm 

1/6/18 Petting Zoo; CSO String Quintet Aquarium 
 

9:15 am - 12:30 pm 

1/13/18 Revels: Classes with Ken – Music Appreciation Downtown 10:00 am 

1/18/18 Tonight, Tonight Gala Gaillard 5:30 pm 

2/10/18 Petting Zoo; CSO Percussion CCL John’s Island 
Maybank Hwy 

12:45 - 2:30 pm 

2/16/18 Revels: Transformed Trolley Barn  American College of the 
Building Arts 

6:00 pm 

2/24/18 Petting Zoo; CSO Woodwind Quintet Aquarium 9:15 am - 12:30 pm 

3/3/18 Revels: Classes with Ken – Music Appreciation Downtown 10:00 am 

3/18/18 Revels: Gospel Brunch Charleston Yacht Club 11:30 am 

4/7/18 Revels: Reeds and Chef LaVia (Italian Repast) James Island 4:00 pm 

4/20/18 Revels: The Citadel -- Honor. Duty. Respect. The Citadel 2:00 pm 

5/5/18 Revels: Betting Encouraged – Kentucky Derby Wadmalaw Island 5:30 pm 

5/6/18 CSOL® Scholarship Recital Bishop Gadsden Chapel 3:00 pm 

5/16/18 Annual CSOL® 
Spring Luncheon Country Club of 

Charleston 
11:30 am 

5/17/18 Revels: A Brothel? A BROTHEL! Mt Pleasant 5:00 pm 6 

Former CSOL® scholarship recipients continue to make news on local, national and international levels., engendering a real 
swell  of pride for them as well as  for our music education fundraising efforts awarded to such accomplished individuals. 

Jenny Yao made the front page of the Post & Courier with her innovative science project as a Charleston County Academic 
Magnet High School senior. Here’s understatement: This young woman is superbly and multi-talented. (See our post if you 
missed the P&C article on Facebook @csolinc.) 

On the national level, Nicholas Bentz has extended his reach well beyond Baltimore, where he continues his advanced 
music studies in composition at Peabody. See the article on page 3 for more details about his new album release (posted 
on Facebook @csolinc as well). 

 

Jonathon Heyward 

Internationally, Jonathon Heyward who is based in England, conducted in Los Angeles 
Philharmonic in a free community-outreach concert. Additionally, he conducted the Opera 
Orchestra of Rouen in Normandy while touring French municipalities and festivals 
throughout France.   

Keep up with our scholarship recipients by checking the CSOL® Facebook page because their 
accomplishments are coming fast and furiously – a monthly newsletter provides insufficient 
coverage for our rising stars.  

Music Notables: Former Students Score 

Save the Date! CSOL® Event Calendar 2017-18 


