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It is an honor to serve as the 

president of this wonderful 

organization. I truly believe 

the CSOL® is one of the 

greatest volunteer groups in 

this city. We are made up of 

approximately 250 of the 

hardest working individuals 

and we accomplish amazing 

things. 

Our mission is to raise money 

for the CSO and to give 

scholarships to outstanding 

young musical talent in the tri-

county area, as well as 

scholarships to our CSO 

musicians in order that they 

may expand their talents and 

musical experiences. To that 

end, we have given close to 

$200,000 to the orchestra this 

year and over $30,000 to 

musicians. 

Our major projects are the 

Designer Showhouse, a Gala, 

Car Raffle, Island Tour of 

Homes, Pursuit of the Podium 

(our newest project) and 

Revels. 

The Designer Showhouse 

raises the most money and 

requires many hours of work 

– over 1500 hours in a 30 day 

period!! Consequently we 

need more hard-working, 
dedicated members.  

Consider your friends and 

acquaintances that have a 

love for the fine music that 

our CSO provides and are 

willing to dedicate a few 

hours that will help earn 

dollars to “Keep the music 

playing In Charleston.” Just 

think of having a membership 

of 500 instead of our 250. It 

would certainly help ease 

your workload! 

The Gala this year will be a 

non-black tie event on 

January 18, 2018.  It’s not too 

early to get your tickets for 

the concert and the party. Go 

on-line or call Cindy Branch 

at the CSO office to book 

your evening. 

 

 

I have issued a 

challenge to each 

member of  the CSOL ® 

to br ing in just  one 

new member.   

 

The first project of my tenure 

will be the Island Tour of 

Homes. We need people to 

step forward and sign up to 

plan for this festive/fun day 

on Saturday, November 4th. 

Following the tour, the CSO 

will perform at 5 pm. See 

me, call me or e-mail me if 

you have an interest in 

assisting with this project.  

As a matter of fact, please 

contact me to work on any of 

our projects. We need your 

participation in all events. 

This is a remarkable group 

of hard-working individuals 

with many, many talents. I 

look forward to working with 

all of you this coming year. 

Enjoy your summer!  And 
don’t forget my challenge. 

Kitty Reid (L) and the CSOL® Executive Board 2017-18 

Photo by Donald Bommarito 
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Scholarship Recipients 

Dazzle at Recital  
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The 14th annual CSOL® Recital and Reception 

featuring top music scholarship recipients was 

held at the Chapel at Bishop Gadsden on 

Sunday, May 7, 2017.  

Four Summer Study recipients performed: Jenna 

Flaherty, voice, Caleb Borick, piano, Rachel 

Yoon, piano, and Ashley Yoon, violin, who was 

also the Ruth and Barry Goldsmith Scholarship 

Recipient. 

The Matching Grant recipient, given to students 

who perform with the Charleston Symphony 

Youth Orchestra, was Karl Pless, violin.  

Karen Mendes-Escobar, a violinist who will attend 

Furman University in the Fall, won the David and 

Karen Stahl Memorial Scholarship.  

Each year the attendees say, “They just keep 

getting better and better!"  Young AND so gifted. 

  
 

On June 25, starting at 5:00 pm, attend a scavenger hunt with a difference. Form a team of 4, 5, or 6 for a photo safari 

around Charleston. We’ll meet at the Cooper River Brewing Company (on the neck of the peninsula) to get a list of 

photo subjects with varying point values. Teams will have 2 hours to take photos and return to the brewery to tally up 

points. Strategy is important – teams decide which photos to pursue and the team with the most points wins. Enjoy craft 

beer or wine, food truck choices and vote for your favorite photos at the after-party.  

No team? No problem – we’ll assemble additional teams at the starting point. Recruit your friends and family and sign 

up at csolinc.org -- $30 per person includes a first drink ticket. 

Have a Revels event idea, want to be a host, or interested in sponsoring a Revels event? 

Call Kathy Pease at (843) 577-7983 or e-mail at kmccague@aol.com. 
 

 

Last Revel s Event Unti l  the Fal l : Join the Photo Scavenger Hunt  

Renowned water color artist Mary Whyte edged 

out three worthy contenders in the CSOL’s®  first 

ever Pursuit of the Podium Contest. Your votes 

gave Whyte the opportunity to conduct the 

Charleston Symphony Orchestra during the 

Memorial Day weekend Sunset Serenade concert 

on the steps of the U.S. Custom House on May 

26, 2017. This free concert, sponsored by the City 

of Charleston, kicked off the Piccolo Spoleto 

Festival. Even Whyte’s competition, New York 

Times bestselling author Mary Alice Munroe, 

Charleston Animal Society Director of Community 

Engagement Kay Hyman and Businessman, 

Historian and Author Tommy McQueeney 

graciously conceded it was the grand debut of a 

major talent.  

 .  

Mary Whyte Wins Pursuit of 

the Podium Contest 
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The CSOL® Revels trip to the Governor's Mansion was a 

tremendous success. Revelers were fortunate to meet the 

Governor's wife, Peggy McMaster, who personally guided 

them through the upstairs of the mansion, outlining the 

recent decorating changes. (She even led them through the 

personal quarters where the executive couple live. A rarified 

visit). In addition, Revelers were invited to eat lunch in the 

mansion itself. (Notice the number of CSOL ® members who 

are oh-so-casually dropping into conversation “…so, when I 

had lunch at the Governor’s Mansion, we …" A wonderful 

tour of the gardens with notes about what past governor's 

wives had done to improve them as well as a tour of the 

State House made for a memorable day.  

Thanks to Faye Griffin for organizing and sponsoring the trip; 

additional sponsors included Marion Schools, Dottie Hardin 
and Gail Maginnis.  

 
Welcome New 

CSOL® 

Members  
The CSOL® is pleased to 

welcome our newest 

members: 

Sharon Kahn 

Debbie Avenger 

Anna McAllister 

Carolyn Richardson 

Isabel Hopkins 
Brian and Kelly Johnson 

CSOL® Revelers Dine At 

G ove r n o r ’ s  Man s i o n   

 

Check It Out: CSOL® 

Contributions for 2016-2017 

Michael Smith - CSO 

Executive Director  

Becky Hilstad - CSOL® Past 

President 

… And The Winner 

of the Car Raffle Is, 

… Envelope Please! 

When he learned that he’d won 

the CSOL’s®  Raffle for a        

Mazda Miata, Bill Blume of Mt 

Pleasant responded, “This may 

be the only time I have ever won 

after 50 years of raffles!"  And, 

what’s the odds? 781 raffle tickets 

were sold (in almost every state 

and Hawaii), but Bill’s winning 

ticket (no. 316) was sold by Wally 

Briedis ... and, Bill and Wally 

good friends.  

Best of all, the Car Raffle 

generated more than $35,000 for 

the CSO. That will fuel a number 

of initiatives! 

Special thanks to the Car Raffle 

salespeople – they were polite 

but VERY persistent. 

 

I am very proud of this past year's Board of 

Directors including the Project Chairs, their 

committees, and all of the volunteers who 

raised $30,000 for this year's scholarships. In 

addition, $192,100 was given to the CSO by 

May 18. Add to that: The Car Raffle raised 

about $35,000 and the Pursuit of the Podium 

about $16,000.  And, Revels has one more 

event in June.  All in all, the CSOL® has given 

the CSO over $200,000.  This is well over our 

projection for the year.   

Thanks so much to all!  --Becky Hilstad, Past 

President 

 



Exe cut iv e B oar d 

President Kitty Reid 

Treasurer Claudia Porter 

Recording Secretary Faye Griffin 

Corresponding Secretary Peggy Cross 

VP Long Range Planning Susan Leggett 

VP Projects  Mary Davis 

VP Membership Lynn Magee 

VP Education Gloria Palmer-Long 

Past President Becky Hilstad 

Parliamentarian Janette Moody 

Standing C ommit te e s 

Advocacy Karen Kichline Ruef 

Bylaws 

Communications David Savard 

   Newsletter Jodie-Beth Galos 

Member Events Sue Ingram 

Nominating Gail Maginnis 

Spe cial  C ommit te e s 

Tonight, Tonight Gala Jane Miller 

Island Tour of Homes 

Revels Kathy Pease 

Pursuit of the Podium 

Designer Showhouse 

Merchandising Beverly Marshall 

Car Sponsorship 

Member, League of 

American Orchestras, 

Volunteer Council 

Carol Lou Yaeger 

SOVA Liaison Jane Miller 

2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 8  B o a r d  

January 18, 2018 

 

Summer Scholarships 

f o r  C S O  M u s i c i a n s  
The CSOL® is proud to support the Charleston 

Symphony Orchestra in its mission to provide 

educational opportunities to musicians of the 

Charleston Symphony Orchestra. The following 

summer study scholarships have been awarded: 

•Chris Bluemel - contract tuba/owner of Instrument 

Doc - $1,000 - composition/arrangement of music for 

the CSO Mardi Gras event (and possibly Pops 

concerts!) 

•Sadie de Wall - contract violist - $700 - 

Breckenridge  

•Tom Joyce - principal trombone - $700 - 

Breckenridge 

•Jan-Marie Joyce - principal violist - $700 - 

Breckenridge 

•Regina Yost - second flute - $160 - private lesson 

•Debra Sherill-Ward - contract French horn - $600 - 

private lessons 

•Ryan Leveille - principal percussionist - $600- 

private lessons 

Congrat ul at i on s to a l l .  

 

Insider Info :   

U pcomi n g D a t es  

Executive Board Meeting at 

The Country Club of 

Charleston 

June 14, 2017 

Southeastern Orchestra 

Volunteer Association 

(SOVA) Conference, 

Charleston 

October 8-10, 2017 

Instrument Petting Zoos at 

the Aquarium 

October 21, 2017 

January 6, 2018 

February 24, 2018 

Island Tour of Homes and 

Free CSO Concert 

November 4, 2017,  

Tour: 10 am-4 pm;  

Concert: 5 pm 

Tonight, Tonight Gala January 18, 2018 

Board Meetings 1st Wednesday of the 

month, starting in August, 

2017, 10 am 

L to R: Sadie de Wall, Gloria Palmer Long (VP Education) 

Chris Bluemel   


