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What’s Missing From This Picture? 

You, Behind the Wheel! 

 

The Mazda MX-5 Miata Grand Touring has 
been selected for the 2017 CSOL® raffle. 
Tickets will be $100 each and only 1,000 
tickets will be sold. The car is Soul Red 
Metallic and fully equipped with:  

• Bose Surround Sound audio w/ 9 
speakers 

• Leather-trimmed heated sport seats 

• Auto on/off headlights 

• Mazda Connect infotainment system 

• 7-inch full-color touch screen display 

• Navigation system 

• Automatic climate control 

• Blind spot monitoring, rear cross traffic 
alert, and lane departure warning 
system 

• Heated power side mirrors 

• Convertible top w/ black cloth liner 

• Anti-theft alarm 

• Remote power door locks and power 
windows 

• Leather-wrapped shifter knob and 
steering wheel 

It’s a great car to drive (and park!) – you’ll 
be the envy of Charleston. But just in case, 
if you’d prefer a different color, features, or 
even a different model, the winner will 
receive a $30,000 credit towards any other 
Mazda. New this year: the CSOL® will pay 
$10,000 in federal income taxes on the 
vehicle for the winner.  

Buy your tickets now – tickets will sell 

quickly for this great sports car! 
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President’s Letter 

A Happy New Year to All!   

We kicked off the new year with a delightful 
Coffee with the Maestro on Friday, January 13 in 
the lovely upstairs room in the Spoleto 
Headquarters on George Street.  Maestro Lam 
brought the delightful and talented piano soloist, 
Joyce Yang, to speak to us, and what a treat that 
was!  Ms. Yang charmed us with the story of her 
early musical training beginning at the age of five 
in her homeland of South Korea.   By a stroke of 
luck, she was able to play for Juilliard 
representatives at the age of 9, still in Seoul, who 
strongly urged her and her mother to go to 
Juilliard as soon as possible to begin her studies 
there.  By the age of 11, she did just that.  She and 
her mother then remained in NYC for many years 
while she studied and began her very active and 
successful piano career.  She told her story with 
great humor and humility and created 
excitement among all to hear her performance 
with the CSO that weekend.  Ken Lam then talked 
to us about the other pieces to be performed at 
the concert.  In this sunny and cheerful room 
with a larger than usual attendance and delicious 
coffee and treats, it was a delightful morning 
gathering.  The Masterworks concert and 
performance by Ms. Lang was truly outstanding, 
and we already had the inside story!  

Our next Coffee with the Maestro will take place 
on February 10 and another on March 3.  The 
February 10 Coffee will not be at the Library and 
the location will be announced by an eblast soon.  
Come and join us for more interesting and 
entertaining talks from Maestro Ken and Friends. 

Another amazing 2017 Kickoff event was our 
Musicale on January 3 at the Library Society.  
Hearts were bursting with pride as we heard our 
former Scholarship Stars play for us, Shannon 
Fitzhenry and Nick Bentz on their violins, Abby 
Kent on her harp, accompanied by Chee Han See.   
 

Continued page 2 
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   CSOL
 Board for 2016 - 2017 

      Executive Board  
President ......................................... Becky Hilstad 

Treasurer ........................................ Susan Leggett 

Recording Secretary ........................ Janette Moody 

Corresponding Secretary ................ Kitty Reid 

VP Long Range Planning ................. Patti Tully  

VP Projects ...................................... Claudia Porter 

VP Membership .............................. Kathy Pease 

VP Education ................................... Gloria Palmer-Long 

Past President ................................. Sue Ingram 

Parliamentarian .............................. Gail Maginnis 

Standing Committees 

Advocacy ......................................... TBD 

Audience Development .................. Sue Ingram 

 Julie Fenimore  

Bylaws ............................................. Faye Griffin 

Member Events .............................. Pam Mockler 

Communications ............................. David Savard 

    Newsletter................................... Jodie-Beth Galos 

Nominating ..................................... Ann Birdseye 

 

Special Committees 

A Night to Remember ..................... Celia Hansult 

 Jane Miller 

 Lorraine Perry 

Symphony Tour of Homes .............. Kathy Pease 

Revels .............................................. Caroline Thibault 

Pursuit of the Podium ..................... Lyn Magee 

Designer Showhouse  ..................... Claudia Porter 

 Mary Davis 

Merchandising ................................ Beverly Marshall 

Car Sponsorship .............................. Claudia Porter, 

 Stuart Hotchkiss 

Member, League of American Orchestras,  

Volunteer Council ........................... Carol Lou 

Nick’s haunting vocal composition was performed by 
Mary Burke, a fellow student from the Peabody 
Institute of Music, to our further delight.  This event 
was yet another demonstration that our scholarship 
program is indeed both meaningful and fruitful! 

   

The Bareboards Party is now planned for January 29 
from 4:00 to 6:00.  If all goes as planned, the Preview 
Party will be on March 15 from 6:00 to 9:00.  We will 
need ALL of you to participate in this project in order 
to make this another successful DSH, so please go on 
our website and volunteer for at least four shifts in the 
area that you prefer.  You can do this by clicking on 
“Volunteer” and signing up on our SignUpGenius.  You 
can find the times and dates that you prefer.  Further 
instructions can be found on the site.  Go to 
www.csolinc.org. 

Though the Showhouse will be our main focus this 
spring, don’t forget to buy raffle tickets for our very fun 
and beautiful red sports car, the Mazda Miata.  And, 
we’ll be unveiling a new fundraiser soon.  Sign up and 
participate in our remaining Revels events to learn, 
enjoy, and get to know each other.  All of this is also 
available on our website.  

Please let Sue Ingram know if you can go to Columbia 
to the State Capitol for Arts Advocacy Day on February 
7.  After doing some lobbying for arts funding, a very 
nice lunch will be shared before returning home.  Help 
is also needed for our Instrument Petting Zoos on Jan. 
21 and Feb. 7.  Again, please sign up with Sue Ingram.  
Additionally, we’ll be feeding lunch to the musicians on 
the Thursday before each Masterworks, so help with 
this project and get to know your musicians.   

We are indeed a very busy organization, but we do 
have fun and enjoy each other and our wonderful CSO.  
We can’t thank you all enough for all that you do to 
help us help them to perform world class music for 
Charleston and for supporting our scholarship 
program. 

See you at one or all of next many activities! 

Becky Hilstad 
President, CSOL® 

The search for a Designer Show 
house has been a difficult one.  As 
this newsletter goes to press, we 
believe 90 Ashley Avenue will be the 
new and exciting DSH.  We will keep 
you posted.   
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CSOL® Scholarship Winners PLay It Forward At 

Jan 3 Musicale 

 

L to R: Chee Hang See, Abigail Kent, Shannon Fitzhenry, Mary Burke, Nicholas Bentz 

 The New Year’s Musicale fundraiser on January 3, 2017 at the Charleston Library Society gave 
CSOL® members and guests a taste of the talent of CSOL scholarship winners now attending 
prestigious conservatories.  Two attend Curtis and two attend Peabody with one at each 
considering graduate program next year, so stay tuned.  Chee-Hang See accompanied them, having 
recently returned to teach here after his graduate studies at the Cleveland Institute of Music.  For a 
dramatic new song composed by Nick Bentz, Mary Peabody, a fellow Peabody student, drove from 
Virginia to lend her beautiful mezzo-soprano voice. When asked for their perceptions, the 
musicians said … 

 

 It was very fun and 
fulfilling to perform with 
Nick, Shannon and Abby 
again, and also to meet 
and work with Mary. I 
have known Nick and 
Shannon since 2009 and 
have watched them grow 
from when they were 

shorter than me to young 
adults making their mark 

in the musical world. Abby is already going 
around the world in concerts and 
competitions. I consider them great friends 

and musical partners. And Mary is an amazing 
singer and also a wonderful person -- I hope 
she returns soon! 

To have everyone give back to the CSOL® is 
touching, and I am sure it is a testament to 
the scholarships that the CSOL® gives. I feel 
honored to be asked to play in this and to be a 
friend to the CSOL®.  What a great way to 
start the new year, with great music, 
fellowship, and a promise for another musical 
year ahead! 

 

Chee Hang See 
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I always love coming 
back and experiencing 
the tremendous 
support of the 
CSOL®.  It was so nice 
to perform for a group 
of people (many of 
which I’ve known for 
as long as I can 
remember) who 
genuinely just enjoy 
the music and want to 
show their 

support.  The Library Society is an amazing 
historic landmark and I’m so glad that we 

were able to have this concert there.  It was a 
bit nerve-racking, however, because the front 
row was only about 4 feet away from me!   

The Dvorak piece that I played was a really 
wonderful experience because it is the first 
piece that I’ve picked out and put together 
completely on my own.  I’ve wanted to play it 
for such a long time because of the pure 
beauty of both the violin part and 
orchestra/piano part.  Because it is not the 
most technically difficult piece in the world, I 
was able to explore the use of my sound and 
work on even more contrast in the different 
emotions that I tried to convey.

 

I had a wonderful time playing for the Benefit 
Concert for the CSOL® at the Library Society. 
Having Chee-Hang on piano was like having a 
string orchestra accompanying me. I always 
love performing Debussy’s Danses Sacred and 
Profane, which has an interesting back-story.  

Written in 1904, it was composed specifically 
to show off the new “Cross-strung harp,” an 
instrument where the harp strings crossed 
over each other – very complicated!  

The other type of harp, the modern “pedal 
harp,” used pedals to change the pitch of each 
string and is the instrument all classical 
harpists play today. A few months after 
Debussy composed his Danses, Maurice Ravel 

followed suit and wrote a piece, Introduction 
et Allegro, to showcase 
this new pedal harp. 
We now have two of 
our greatest concertos 
for the harp, thanks to 
a little competitiveness. 

I hope members of the 
CSOL® will be able to 
join me online on 
February 10 at 8PM for 

my Graduation Recital at the Curtis Institute 
of Music. The recital will be live-streamed on 
the Curtis website: 
http://curtisperforms.curtis.edu 

Coming back to play for the CSOL® is always 
an honor. It's so important to continue to 

support the growing 
artistic talent in the 
Charleston area. I hope 
that concerts like this 
continue to be 
organized. 

The Library Society is a 
fantastic venue; being 
surrounding by so much 
history is a real 
pleasure.  

The acoustics are also incredible!  

The Lekeu Sonata I played is a rarely heard 
piece, mainly due to Guillaume Lekeu's 
extremely premature death at the age of 24. 
His limited output, most composed between 
the ages of 17 and 23, display an amazing and 
revolutionary knack for harmony and pacing -
- prodigious when considering his age. 
Playing the Lekeu Sonata is always a treat 
because of the intense passion that is 
constantly flowing throughout the piece, and 
the virtuosity necessary for both players in 
order to pull the piece off.  

Shannon Fitzhenry 

Abigail Kent 

Nicholas Bentz 
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One Good Turn Begats A Piano 
The CSOL® owes a great deal of gratitude to Charles Fox of Fox Music for continuing the tradition 
started by his father of providing a fine piano for our Designer Showhouse. Charles is a key 
organizer of the Charleston Marathon, which raises money for arts education in Charleston County 
Schools.  CSOL® members, therefore, came out in full force on January ____ in order to continue our 
participation by helping to stuff the bags of goodies given to all 6,000 runners.  Those attending 
enjoyed the comradery; thanks to:  Ledlie Bell, Mary Davis, Ann Birdseye, Mary Elizabeth Canaday, 
Faye Griffin, Stuart Hotchkiss, Sue Ingram, Gail Maginnis, Bev Marshall, Pam Mockler, Kathy Pease, 
Claudia and Stuart Porter, Robert Raffield, Kitty Reid, Caroline Thibault and Patti Tully.  

 

L to R: Faye Griffin, Caroline Thibault, Mary Davis, Pam Mockler, Need Name, Need Name, Need Name, Ledlie Bell 

 

If you are reading this you are a gem, a prize, 

a sought after treasure? We Need You.   The 

CSOL® is going to need your help more than 

ever this year with staffing the Boutique at 

our Showhouse.  Please consider doing more 

than your required two shifts. You can use 

Sign Up 

Genius to 

schedule 

your time or 

call Gail 

Maginnis. 

(843 509-

0997) or 

(843 766-2161) 

If we have not called you, don’t be shy and 

call Gail to schedule the days that best fit with 

your busy schedule. The dates are: Thursday 

March 16th through Saturday April 15th. The 

shifts are Morning  9:30 to 1:00  and 

Afternoon  12:45 to  4:30.  (Although the 

house closes at 4:00, the Boutique stays open 

to allow for visitors to complete their sales). 

A final and critical thought: Please save your 

bubble wrap for the Boutique.  Bring it to the 

Coffee or DH before it opens. We do not need 

the air packs.  

 

We Need You! (Yes, We’re Talking To You!) 
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Spotlight On The Players: Interview With Anne Holmi 
Originally from Milwaukee, WI, Anne Holmi is in her 20th season as a hornist in the Charleston Symphony 
Orchestra. Beginning in 2009, Ms. Holmi has also performed with the Alabama Symphony and Jacksonville 
Symphony. In addition, she is a member of the Hilton Head Symphony Orchestra, freelances in the Coastal 
Carolina area, and maintains a studio of private students. 

Q: What do you listen to when driving in the car? 

Answer: We’re having a battle of control over the radio right now. My teenaged son is learning to 
drive, and in order for him to focus on driving (and not tuning the radio), I’ve compromised: we 
listen to lots of head-banging rock. I am really tired of listening to Disturbed. 

Q: If you were on a desert island and could only hear one piece of music, what would it be? 

Answer: The finale movement of Firebird. Amazing horn solo. 

Q: What’s your guilty pleasure music? 

Answer: Styx (Confession: husband plays drums). 

Q: What’s your first musical memory? 

Answer: My mother was a piano teacher. My sister and I could read notes before we read words. 

Q: What career would you choose if you weren’t a musician? 

Answer: Archeology. I had an awesome class in college – we got to hold skulls! 

Q: Who is your musical hero? 

Answer: Doug Hill, my teacher when I was an undergrad at Wisconsin. As a teacher now, I really get 
what Doug meant when said: “I don’t teach horn players. I teach people. They just happen to play 
the horn.”  As a teacher, I understand now more than ever how important that is.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer Ushers Needed for Young People's Concerts 

On Friday, March 30th, we will help 
elementary students from all over 
the Charleston locate their seats for a 
wonderful and exciting concert.   

There will be two performances.  We 
need twelve ushers, who will report at 8:45 
am, and twelve ushers, who will report at 

10:30 am.  The kids will be excited and happy, 
and the music will be beautiful and inspiring.   

Please sign up by emailing Donna Reyburn at 
donnadives@bellsouth.net, or by calling 843-
801-2640.  You'll be humming the melodies 
the rest of the day! 

  

Q: What is something that people are surprised to learn about you? 

Answer: I’m a Packer fan. Yes, I do have a cheesehead (which I can 
wear for about an hour and a half and then it gives me a massive 
headache). 

Q: What is your career highlight? 

Answer: Really? Playing with the CSO, of course! 
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Let Your Fingers Do the Walking 

When did you last check out www.csolinc.org?  Visit 
the League's website often to see what's coming up 

and to purchase tickets for 
upcoming events.   

Our goal is to make the site 
interactive, allowing users 
to dive deeper into the 
event and featured 
participants.   For example,  

 

 

our webpage about the New Year’s Musicale with 
some of the League’s rising star scholarship recipients 
provided links to the artists’ bios and websites.  We 
will do the same for the designers participating in this 
year’s Showhouse, along with photos of their rooms.  

Other helpful elements of the website include a 
calendar, scholarship information, membership 
application, and a link to SignUpGenius, the portal for 
scheduling volunteer times for CSOL® activities. So, 
put fingers to keyboard and stay in touch with us! 

2016 Holiday Tea – We Need A Little 

Christmas, Right This Very Minute 

The annual CSOL® holiday celebration was held at the lovely home of Judy Kay Goldberg on December 9, 
2016 from 2 – 4 pm.  The black and white checked Mackenzie Childs-influenced décor was  holiday ready 
(not to mention the enviable display of handbags) , complimented by the diet-busting finger foods buffet 
(here’s a special shout-out to the cucumber sandwiches and shortbread cookies).  A special thanks to 
Mary Davis, Peggy Cross,  Faye Griffin,  and Pam Mockler for their efforts in coordinating the tea. 

CSOL® members and their guests who fantasized about being a soloist accompanied by Yuriy Bekker on the 
violin had their moment of zen when the attendees sang several holiday carrols (the cheat sheet provided 
by David Savard made us sound like we knew the other verses too). Festive and fun, merry and bright.   

L to R: P1 Sheila Epp, Susan Leggett, Jennifer Metts; P2: David & Helen Savard, Stuart Hotchkiss; P3: Yuriy Bekker, Peggy 

Cross; P4: Ken Lam, Michael Smith; Becky Hilstad, Karen Ruef; P6: Faye Griffin, Caroline Thibault; P7: Joy Morris, Kathy 

Pease 
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Embrace Technology: Volunteer Online with SignUpGenius 

As most of you know, SignUpGenius was 

introduced to CSOL


 in 2015 as an electronic 

way to sign-up as a volunteer for the many 

activities that CSOL


 sponsors. Since we 

introduced this tool, we’ve used it for signing up 

the many volunteers for the Designer 

ShowHouse, for the last 2 

Tour of Homes and for the 

Instrument Petting Zoo.  

This year, once again, we 

will be using SignUpGenius 

for most of our Designer 

Showhouse volunteer activities and look forward 

to using it for our other big events in 2017.  Why 

use SignUpGenius? It is an easy way for 

individuals to sign up for volunteer activities 

without having to play phone tag: volunteers can 

see at a glance what time slots are open and 

what works best for their schedules. They can 

add, change and/or delete their time slots as their 

personal schedules change.  SignUpGenius 

sends volunteers email reminders several days in 

advance of their upcoming volunteer schedule.  

In the next few weeks, the Designer ShowHouse 

Volunteer schedule forms will be published in 

SignUpGenius. Watch for the eblast letting you 

know when all the forms are ready for use. You 

will be able to access the volunteer schedules via 

the CSOL


 website (www.csolinc.org) by 

clicking on the VOLUNTEER! SignUpGenius  

button that is on the right hand side of our 

homepage.  Also, new this year, simple step-by-

step instructions on how to navigate through 

SUG will be published and sent via eblast to all 

our members so that you will have a handy 

‘cheat sheet’ to guide you through the sign-up 

process.  Those instructions will also be 

available on the CSOL


 website under the 

VOLUNTEER! SignUpGenius button. 

Thanks to the many CSOL


 volunteers who 

have been using this tool to schedule their 

volunteer hours and those of their committees.  

If you have questions or problems with 

SignUpGenius, contact Lyn Magee at 908-310-

2888, lynmagic@gmail.com. 

 

Notable Charlestonians Get Their Inner Maestro On 

Each year, the CSO holds a free concert, the Sunset Serenade, on the steps of the Custom House to 
kick off the Piccolo Spoleto Festival. The City of Charleston sponsors this free concert, and, typically, 

at least 1000 people attend. This year the CSOL is adding a twist to the concert: 

Four or five notable Charlestonians will be 
asked to compete for the opportunity to 
conduct a short piece during the Sunset 

Serenade. The competitors will represent our 
Charleston community talents: the arts, 
sports, local television, business, etc. The 
competitors will ask friends, colleagues, and 
members of the general public to vote for 
them. Votes are in the form of donations to 

the CSOL, in $5 increments. Votes will be 
available for purchase either in person at CSO 
concerts, venues such as the Designer 
ShowHouse and online at www.csolinc.org .  
Voting will continue for 45 days (March 1 – 
April 15, 2017), and the winner will be 
announced at the end of April, 2017.  

All proceeds from Pursuit of the Podium will 
benefit the Charleston Symphony Orchestra. 

Prior to the concert, the winner will meet 
with Maestro Ken Lam to do a conducting 
tutorial. As we remind our competitors when 

we ask for their 
participation: No 
previous conducting 
experience is required! 

Stay tuned for the 
announcement in late February 2017 on the 
competitors! For more information or to 
volunteer to help with the event, please 
contact Lyn Magee at 908-310-2888 
(lynmagic@gmail.com) or Claudia Porter at 
404-242-6092 (claudiaporter@outlook.com). 
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 DATES TO REMEMBER  

CSOL  Events 
Wednesday, Feb. 1, 2:30 pm 

 CSOL
 

Board Meeting 

 Charleston County Public  

 Library 

 Charleston 

Thursday, Feb. 2, 5-6:30 pm 

 Wine and Such with the  

 Maestro 

 Cancelled 

Friday, Feb. 10, 10:00 am 

 Coffee with the Maestro 

 Coffee at 10, meeting at 

 10:15 

 Charleston Public Library 

Conference Room B 

 Charleston 

Friday, Feb. 17, 10:00 am 

CSO Percussion 

Ensemble  

and Petting Zoo 

Charleston County Public  

Library  

Charleston 

Saturday, Feb. 18, 10:30 am 

CSO Percussion 

Ensemble  

and Petting Zoo 

Charleston County Public  

Library  

Charleston 

Wednesday, Mar. 1, 2:30 pm 

CSOL
 

Board Meeting 

 Charleston County Public  

 Library 

 Charleston 

Friday, Mar. 3, 10:00 am 

 Coffee with the Maestro 

 Coffee at 10, meeting at 

 10:15 

 Location TBD 
 

Wednesday, Mar. 15, 6-9 pm 

 Preview Party 

 Designer Showhouse 

 Location TBD 

Thursday, Mar. 16, 10 am – 

4 pm 

 Designer Showhouse 

Opens 

 Location TBD 

Thursday, Mar. 30, 5-6:30 

pm 

 Wine and Such with the 

 Maestro 

 Designer Showhouse 

 Location TBD 

Wednesday, Apr.  5, 2:30 pm 

 CSOL
 

 Board Meeting 

 Charleston County Public  

 Library 

 Charleston 

Saturday, Apr. 15, 4:30-6 pm 

 Designer Showhouse 

Closing Party 

 Location TBD 

 

CSO Concerts 
Saturday, Feb. 4, 7:30 pm 

 Pops 

 Tony DeSare Sings 

Sinatra 

 The Gaillard 

 Yuriy Bekker, conductor 

Fri. and Sat., Feb 10 & 11,  

 7:30 pm 

 Masterworks 

 Mozart and Haydn 

 Cicely Parnas, cello 

 Ken Lam, conductor 

Fri. and Sat., March 3 & 4, 

7:30 pm 

 Masterworks 

 Beethoven’s Pastoral 

 The Gaillard 

 Yuriy Bekker, violin 

 Ken Lam, conductor 

Fri. and Sat., Mar. 17 & 18, 

7:30 pm 

 Masterworks 

 A Sea Symphony 

 The Gaillard 

Margaret Kelly Cook, 

soprano 

 Peter Tomaszewski, 

baritone 

 CSO Chorus,  

 Dr. Robert Taylor, director 

 Ken Lam, conductor 

Friday, Mar. 24, 7:30 pm 

Magnetic South 

Ambiguous Symmetries at 

Cathedral of St. Luke and 

St. Paul 

The Gaillard 

Saturday, Apr. 1, 7:30 pm 

Pops 

Ellis Hall – Soul Unlimited 

The Gaillard 

Ellis Hall, keyboard 

Yuriy Bekker, Conductor 

Fri. and Sat., Apr. 21 & 22, 

7:30 pm 

Masterworks 

Mahler’s Fifth 

The Gaillard 

Micah McLaurin, piano 

Ken Lam, conductor 
 


